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1 Fullification , Workes , 


TO | 
THE CHRISTIAN. 
READER: | 


22 many, defarous of re- 


ſolution in ſome points hand- 
led in thi; learned Diſcourſe, 
A were earneſt to haue it copied 
WAR out ; 10 eaſe ſo many labours, 
it hath beene thought moſt 
i worthy and very neceſſary 10 
be printed : that not onely they 
might bee ſatisfied , but the 
whole (burch alſo hereby edified. The ratber , becauſe it 
pill free the Author from the ſuſpicton of ſome errours , 
which be hath beene thong ht to haue fattoured. Who mig ht 
pell haue anſwered with Cremutius in Tacitus, Ver- e 
ba mea arguuntur, adeo factorum innocem ſum. er- 
tainely, the enent of that time wherein hee lined 9 he wed 
that to be true, which the ſame * dalbor pa of a worſe, 1 


Cui deeratinimucus, per amicos of and that 
there is not © mmus gericulag | a, quàm tavie 
ex mala. But he bas b quit bitn/elf# 4 that all may ſee, _ 
bow, as it was ſaid of A cola, Simul ſuis virtutibus, 


mal vitijs aliorum in i loriam _— ag . 
batur, ' Touching whoM %o more, but that 
which my Author ſaid of the ſame man, Integritatem &c. 
in tanto viro referre, iniuria virtutem fuerit. But as 


of 
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| 92 other bu writings , ſo of this I will adde that, which 
elleius pate in commendation of Piſo, Nemo fuit, 
qui magis, quæ agenda erant, curaret, ſine vlla oſten, 
tatione agendi. So not doubting, Good Chriſtian Rea. 

der, of thy aſſent herein, but wiſhing thy fauourable ac. 

ceptance of this Worke ( which will be an induce- 
ment to ſet forth others of bis learned La- 
bours) { take my leaue; from 
Corpus Chriſh Colledge 
in Oxford the ſixt of. 
Fuly. 161. 


Em 


Lib-2, 


Thine in Chriſt leſus, 


HENRY IACx80N. 


LEARNED DISC 


OF IVSTIFICAT 
WORKES, AND HOW T 
foundation of FAT A is 


ouerthrowne... 


A Ak. 1.4. 
The wicked doth compa about the righteous ;, therefore per- 


uerſe indgement doth proceed. 


Or the better manifeſtation of the Prophets 
meaning in this place, we are firſt to conſider the 
wicked, of whom hee ſaith, That they compaſſe 
He | about the righteous : Secondly , the righteous, 
chat are compaſſed about by them: 
| ly, That which is inferred ; Therefore peruerſe 
indgement proceedeth. Touching the firſt, there 
arctwo kindes of wicked men, of whom, in the 
fift of the former to the Corinthians, the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle ſpeaketh thus: Ds ye not iadge them ug: 4 tz 
that are within? But God iudgeth them that are 


Third- 


without. There ate wicked therefore whom the Church may iudge, and there 


are wicked whom God only iudget 


h :wicked within,and wicked without the 


wals ofthe Church, If within the Church, particular perſons bee apparantly 


ſach,as cannot otherwiſe be reformedʒthe rule of the Apoſtolicall iudgement, 


is this; Separate them from — 50s if whole Aſſemblies, this; Separate 


your ſelues from among tbem 
the wicked, whom the Prophe 


or what ſacietie hath light with derkneſſe ? But 
t meaneth, were Babylonians, and therefore 


without. For which cauſe wee haue heard at large heretofore in what ſort he 


vrgeth God to iudge them. 
2. Now concerui 
naturall man — — 


the Ri there neither is, nor euer was any meere 
y righteous in himſelte , that is to ſay, voide of all vn- 


righeouſneſſe, of all ſinne. We dare not except, no not the bleſſed Virgin her 


e of whom although we ſay with S. Aagoſtine, for the honor ſake which 


wee oweto our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt , wee are not willi 


mooue any queſtion of his mother: yet fo 


A2 


in this cauſe to 
raſmuch as the Schooles of Rome 


Mauc 


. 


1. Cr. s. verſi 


— — 
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oll wiotoe. haue made it a queſtion; we may anſwere with” Zaſebirs Emiſſenus, why 

ucr it be that ſpeaketh of her and to her in this effect: I how diddeit, by ſpecial prerogatine, 

wasthe autber ine monet hes together entertaine within the cloſet of thy fleſh, the hope of all the 

_ — — ends of the E arth, the honour of the World,the commonioy of Men: Hee, from 

der lis name. whom all things had their beginning lad his begininng from thee, of thy body he 
rooke the bloud, which was ſo be ſhed for the life of the World of thee he tool 

„ Knowing hat, which euen for thee he payed. CA peccats enim veteris nexm, a per ſe non 

how che Schol- jn munis, nec ipſa genetrix Redemptoris: the Mother of the Redeemer, her ſelſe 

— is not otherwiſe looſed from the bond of ancient ſinne, then by redemption; 

Cciricail wits if Chriſt haue paid a ranſome for all, euen for her, it followeth, that all without 

may perna?s exception were captiues. If one haue dyed tor all. then all were dead in (in; all 

+... do ſinful therefore, none, abſolutely righteous in themſclueszbut we are abſolute. 
words, Per ſe, ly righteous in Chriſt, The World then muſt ſhew a righteous man otherwiſe 

Bae it is not able to ſhew a man that is perfectly righteous: Chriſt is made to 01 wiſ. 

place which dome, Iuſtice, Sanctification, and Redemption: lliſdome, becauſe he hath reucaled 

they hauz bee his Fathers will: I aſfice, becauſe he hath offered vp himſelfe a ſacrifice for ſin; 
chef duc can Santtification, becauſe he hath giuen vs his ſpirit: Redemption, becauſe he hath 
be none other appointed a day to vindicate his Children out ofthe bands of corruption, in- 

— to libertie, which is glorious. How Chriſt is made Niue, and how reden 

giuen them by tion, it may be declared, when occaſion ſetueth. But how Chriſt is made the 

a paraphraſti- ig hteonſneſſe of men, we are now to declare. 

n. 3 There isa glorifying righteouſneſſe of men in the World to come; u 
there is a iuſtifying and ſanctifying righteouſneſſe here. The righteouſneſle, 
wherewith we ſhall beclothed in the World to come, js both perſect &inhe- 
rent. That whereby here we are iuſtified, is petſect, but not inherent. That 

vhereby wo are ſanctified, is inherent, but not perfect. This openeth a way 
to the vnderſtanding of that grand queſtion, which hangeth yet in controver. 
fie betweene vs and the Church of Rome, about the matter of iuſtifying 
righteouſneſſe. 

They teachas 4 Firſt, although they imagine, that the Mother ofout Lord and Sauiout 

— * mar leſus Chriſt, were for his honor and by hit ſpeciall protection, pre ſerued clean 

ge che oule of from all ſinne: yet touching the reſt they teach as we doe; that infants which 

man alone, neuer did actually offend, haue their natures defiled, deſtitute of Iuſtice, auer- 

Lega ted from Godzthatin making man righteous, none doe efficiently worke with 

cauſcofluſtice God, but God. They teach as we doe, that vnto Tuſtice no man euer attay- 

3 ned, but by the Merits of Ieſus Chriſt. They teach as we doe, that although 

co:ffetino an. Cbriſt as God, be the efficient as Man, the meritorious cauſe of our Juſtice: 

mam iuſlificat. yet in vs alſo there is ſomething required. God is the cauſe of our natural! life, 

c * _ in him we liue: but be quickeneth not the body without the ſoule in the body. 

14 5 320. Chriſt hath merited to make vs iuſt: but as a medicine, which is made for 
health doth not heale by being made, but by being applied: ſo by the Merits 
of Chriſt there can be no Iuſtifieation, without the applicatiom of bis Merits. 

1 Thus farze we ioyne hands with the Church of Rome. 

— 5 Wberein then doe we diſagree? Wee diſagree about the nature andeſ- 

Papitts and vs ſence of the medicine, whereby Chriſt cureth our Diſeaſe; about the manner 


a bout iutihca- 


— of applying it; about the number, and the power of meanes, which Godre- 
quiteth 


ä 
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Hp 


virerh in vs for che effectuall a pplying thereof to our ſoules comtort. When 
are required to ſhew what the righteouſnefſe is, whereby a Chriſtian man 

is juftified : they * anſwere , that it is a divine ſpiritual] qualieie , which Tha. Aquin. 
qualitie received into the ſoule, doth firſt make it to be one of them, ho are . Klos. 
borne of God: and ſecondly, indue it with power, to bring forth ſuch workes, — 
as they doc that are borne of him; cuen as the ſoule of man being ioyned to H 
his bodie, doth firſt make him to bee of the number of reaſonable creatures; — 
and ſecondly enable him to performe the naturall functions which are proper —— 

to his kind : that it maketh the ſoule amiable and gracious in the ſigh: of God, (at »-concl.) 


iN oegard wheregt eech ; thar it purgeth, puriſieth, and waſheth —— 
out alf the ſtaines, and polſurions of ſinne, that by it, through the merit of vH, 
Chriſt, we ate delivered as from ſinne, ſo from eternall death and condemna- Magter;/e4 


tion, the reward of ſinne. This grace they will haue to be applied by infuſion: = —— 
to the end, that as the body is warme by the heate, which is in the body, ſo the '»/+/« den, 
ſovle might be righteous by the inherent grace: v hich grace they make capa» [770i 
ble of increale; as the body may be more and more warme, ſo the ſoule (277. 44. . ) 
more and more juſtified, according as grace ſhall be augmenred;the augtnen- 2*<27</ipponi- 
tation whereof is merited by good worłes as good oi kes are made meritori- , f ©... 
ous by it. Wherefore,the firſt receit of grace in — — the firſt iuſtiſi - cum prixcigic 
cation ; rhe increaſe thereofrhe ſecond iuſtification. 1 

ed by the merit of good workes': ſoit may bediminiſhed by the demerit of Sasa ae 
ſinnes veniall ; it may bee loſt by morrall ſinne. In as much therefore as it is #«=ccup4s 
needfull in the one caſe to teptire in the other to recouer the loſſe which is 7% 
made: the infuſion of grace hath ber ſundty aſter· meales, for the which cauſe, 4241, ss 
they make many wayes to apply the inſuſion of grace. It is applyed to Infants e 


through Baptiſme, wi either Faich,or Workes, and in them really it ta- — 
kerh 8 —— ſiune, and the punifhmenr due vnto it: it is applyed to In · tie moventsr 14 
— wicked men in the firſt iuftification, through Ba without 2 7⁹⁰e 
Werkes, yet not without Faithy andit tab eth away both ſinnes actual and ag 


originall together, with all x hatſoeuer puniſhmene, eternall, or temporall, 
thereby . Vnto ſuch as have attayned the firſt iuſtificarion, — to 
ſay che firſt receit of grace, it ĩs applyed farther by good works tothe increaſe 
of ſormer grace, which is the ſecond iuftification. If they wor ke more and 
more. grace deth more und more increaſe , and they are mote and more iuſti- 


fied; To ſuch #5 diminiſhed it by veniall ſinnes, it is applyed by holy Water 
A Maries, Croſhings, — ſuchlike, vhich ſerue for repa- 


rations of grace decayed. To ſuch as haue loſt it through mortall ſinne, it is 
applyed by the Sacrament ( as they terme it) of Penance : which Sacrament 
hathforce to conferre grace anew, yet in fuch fort, that being ſoconferred,ir 
hath not altogether ſo much power, as # the firſt. For it only clenſeth out the 
ſtaine or guilt of ſinne committed and change th the puniſhment eter nall into 
atemporall ſatisfactorie puniſhment, here, if time doe ſerve, if not, hereaſtet 
to be indured, except it be li by Maſſes, workes of Charitie, Pilgrima- 
ges, Faſts, and ſich likc;orclſe ſhortened by Pardon, for terme, or by plenaric 
Pardon quite retnooued , and taken away. This is the myſterie of the Man of 
ſiane. This maxe the Church of Rome doth cauſe her followers to treade , 
| Aaa 2 when 


—_—— 


As grace may bee increa- er 


* OO —— — 
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whenthey aske her the way to iuſtiſication. I cannot ſtand now to vnrip this 
building, and to ſift it piece by piece; onely I will paſſe by it in few words, that 
that may befall Babylon in the preſence of that, which God hath builded , as 
happened vnto D agen before the Arke. 

6 Doubtleſſe, ſaith the * Apoſtle , I haue counted all things loſſe , and indge 
them to be dung that I may winne Chrift;, and to bee found in him not having my 
owne rigbteonſneſſe,but that which u — the fait of Chrift, the rig b icasſuci 
which i of God through faith. Whether they lpeake of the firſt , or ſecond iu- 
ftification,they make it the eſſence of a diuine qualitie inherent, they małe it 
rightcouſneſſe which is in vs. If i in vs, then is it ours, as our ſoules are 
ours, though wee haue them from God, and can hold them no longer then 

leaſcth him: for if hee withdraw the breath of our noſtrils, wee fall to duſſ: 
— the righteouſneſſe, wherein wee muſt be found, if we will be iuſtified,is 
not our owne; therefore wee cannot bee iuſtified by any inherent qualitie. 
Chriſt hath merited righteouſneſle for as many as are ſound in him. In him 
God findeth vs, if we be faithfull,for by faith wee are incorporated into Chriſt, 
Then although in our ſelues wee be altogether ſinfull, and vnrighteous, yer 
euen the man which is impious in himſelte, full of iniquicie, full of ſinne, him 
being found in Chriſt through faith, and having his ſinne remitted through 
Repentance: him pheldeth — — away his ſinne 
by not imputing; tak eth quite away the puniſhment due thereunto, by par- 
doning it; and accepteth him in Ieſus Chriſt, as perſectly righteous, as ithee 
had fulfilled all that was commanded him in the Law : (hall I ſay more per- 
ſectly righteous , then if himſelſe had fulfilled the whole Law ? I muſt take 
heed what I ſay : but the Apoſtle ſaith , * God made lim to bee ſinne for vs vo 
knew no ſinne, that we might be made the righteouſne([e of God in lum. Such wee 
are in the ſight of God the Father, as is the very Sonne of Cod himſclfe, Let 
it be counted folly , or phrenſie, or furie whatſoeucry it is our comfort, and 
our wiſedome ; ve care for no knowledge in the World but this, That Man 
bath ſinned , and God hath ſuffered;that God hith made himſelſe the Sonne 
of Man, and that Men are made the rightcouſneſſe of God, You ſee therefore 
that the Church of Rome, in teaching iuſtification by inherent grace, doth 
pervert the Truth of Chriſt, and that by the hands of the Apoſtlcs wee haue 
receiued otherwiſe then {hee teacheth. Now — i ſneſſe of 
ſanctification, we deny it not to be inherent : we grant, that v we worke, 
we haue it not: onely wee diſtinguiſh it a thing different in nature from the 
righreouſneſle of inſtification : wee are righteous, the one way by the ſaith of 
Abraham; the other way, except we doe the workes of 4braham, wee are not 
righteous. Ofthe one, Saint Pays; Tobimtbat wor lei hh nat, but beleencth, 
faith « counted for righteouſneſſe. Of the other, S.I ou » Nui facitinſtition, 
influs eft; He is righteous, which worketh righteouſneſſe. Of the one, S. Pal 
doth proue by Abrahams Example, that wee haue it of faith without workes. 
Of the other, S. 1ames by Abrahams Example, that by workes we haue it, and 
not onely by faith. Saint Paal doth plainely ſeuer theſe two parts of Chriſtian 
righteouſneſle one fromthe other. For iu the ſixt to the Ram. thus he writeth 


Being freed from ſine, and made ſervants to Cod, yee hane your fruit in holineſe , 
and 


n 


n 
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and the end enerlaſting life. Te are made free from ſinne, and made Sernwants vnto 
Cod; this is the tighteouſneſſe of juſtification : yee have your fruit in holineſſe; 
this is the righteouſneſle of ſanctiſication. By the one we are intereſſed in the 
right of inheriting; by the other we are h_ to the actuall poſſeſſion ofe- 
ternall bliſſe, and ſo the end of both is cuerlaſting life. 

7 The Prophet Abat.doth heere tearme the Iewes righteons men, not 
onely becauſe being iuftified by Faith they were free from — but alſo be- 
cauſe they had their meaſure of fruites in holineſſe. According to whole ex- 
ampleof charitable iudgement, which leaueth it to God to diſcerne what wee 
are, and ſpeaketh of them according to that, which they doe proſeſſe them- 
ſelues to bee, although they bee nat holy men, whom men doe thinke, but 
whom God doth know indeed to be ſuch: yet let every Chriſtian man know, 
that in Chriſtian equitie, bee ſtandeth bound for to thinke and ſpeake of his 
Brethren ; as of men that haue meaſure in the fruit of holineſſe, and a right vn- 
to the Titles, where with God, in token of ſpeciall fauour and mercie, vouch- 
ſaſeth to honour his choſen Seruants. So wee ſee the Apoſtles of our Saviour 
Chriſt , doe vſe euery where the name of Saints, ſo the Propher , thenameof 
righteous, But let vs all beſuch as wee deſite to bee tearmed. Regt pi ef 


pram nomen, faith Saluianus. Godly names doe not iuſtific godleſſe men, We 


are but vpbrayded, when we are honoured with Names and Titles, wherunto 
our lives and manners are not ſutable. If indeed we haue our fruit in holineſſe, 
notwithſtanding we muſt note, that the more wee abound therein, the more 
need we haue to craue, that we may be ſtrengthened and ſupported. Our very 
Vertues may be ſnares vnto vs. Theenemic, that wayteth for all occaſions 
to worke our ruine, hath found it harder to onerthrow an humble Sinner, 
then a proud Saint. There is no mans caſe ſo —_— as his whom Satan 
hath perſwaded, that his owne rightcouſnefle ſhall preſent him pure and 
blameleſſe in the ſight of God. If wee could ſay, wee were not guiltie of any 
thing at all in our conſciences (we know our ſelues farre from this innocenciez 
we cannot ſay, we know nothing by our ſelues; but if we could,) ſhould wee 
therefore plead not-guiltie before the preſence of our Iudge, that ſees further 
into our hearts, then we our ſelues can doe? If our hands did neuer offer vio- 
lence to our Brethren, a bloudie — doth proue vs Murtherers before 
him: if wee had neuer opened our mouth to vtter any ſcandalous, offenſiue, 
or hurtfull word, the cry of our ſecret cogitations is heard in the cares of God. 
If we doe not commit the ſinnes, which daily and hourely, eyther in deede, 
word, or thoughts, wee doe commit; yet in the good things which we doe, 
how many Jefetts are there intermingled ! God in that which is done, reſpec- 
teth the minde and intention of the doer. Cut off then all thoſe things wherein 
we haue regarded our owne glorie, thoſe things, which men doe to pleaſe 
men, and to ſatisfie our owne liking, thoſe things which we do by any teſpect, 
not ſincerely , and purely for the loue of God: and a ſmall ſcore will ſerue for 
the number of our righteous deeds. Let the holyeſt & beſt thing we do be con- 
ſidered, we are neuer better affected vnto God, then when we pray ; yet when 
we pray, how are our affections many times diſtrafted ! How little reuerence 
doe wee ſhew vnto the grand Maieſtie God, vnto whom we ſpeake mw 
a2 3 ile 


» i. 


n. 
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lictie remorſe of our one miſeries How little taſte of the ſweere influence 
of his tender mercies doe wee feele | Are we not as vawilling many times to 
begin, and as glad to make an end; as if in ſaying , Cal upon me he had ſet vs a 
very burdenſome taske? It may ſeeme ſomewhat extreame, which I will 
ſpeake : therefore let euery one judge of it, euen as his one heart ſhall tel 
him, and no otherwiſe; I will but onely make a demand: If God ſhould yeeld 
vnto us, not as vnto Abraham, If fiſty, forty, thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten good 
perſons could be ſound in a Citie, for their ſakes that Citie ſhould not be de- 
ſtroyed: but, and it he ſhould make vs an offer thus large; Scarchall the Ge. 
ncerations ofmen , ſithence the Fall of our Father Adam, find one man, that 
hath done one action, which bath paſt from him pure, without any ſtayne or 
blemiſh at all, and for that one mans only action, neither man nor Angell ſhall 
feele the torments which are prepared for both. Doe you thinke that this 
ranſome, to deliucr men and Angels, could be found to be among the ſonnes 
of men? The beſt things, which wee doe, haue ſomewhat in them to be par 
doned. How then can we doe any thing meritorious, or worthy to be rewar. 
ded ? Indeed God doth liberally promiſe wharſocuer appertayneth to a bleſ- 
ſed life,to as many as ſincerely keepe his Law, though they be not exactly able 
to keepe it, Wherefore wee acknowledge a dutifull neceſſitie of doing well; 
but the meritorious dignity of doing well, we vtterly renounce. We ſee how 
farre we are from the perfect t ighteouſneſſe ofthe Law the little fruit which 
wee haue in Holineſſe, it is, God knowetb, corrupt and vnſound: wee put no 
confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing in the World for it, we dare not 
call God to teckoning, as if we had him in our Debt - bookes: out continuall 
ſuit to him is, and muſt be, to beare with our infirmities, and pardon our of- 
fences. 

8 But the people of whom the Prophet ſpeaketh, were they all, or were 
the moſt part of them ſuch, as had cate to walke vprightly ? Did they thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe? Did they wiſh Did they long with the righteous Pro- 
phetz O that our wayes were made ſo direct, that we might keepe thy ſtatutes? Did 
they lament with the righteous Apoſtle ; O miſerable men, the good which wee 
wiſh and pur poſe, and ſtriue to do, we cannot? No, the words ofthe other Prophet 
concerning this people, doe ſhew the contrary. How grieuouſly hath £ſ« 
mourned ouer them ! O ſinfull Nation, laden with iniquitie, wicked ſeed, corrupt 
children] All which notwithſtanding, ſo wide are the bowels of his compal- 
ſion inlarged, that he denyeth vs not, no, not when we were laden with ini 
quicie leaue to commune familiarly with him, libertie to craue and intreate, 
that v bat plagues ſocuer we haue deſerued, we may not be in wotſe caſe then 
vnbeleeuers, that we may not be hemmed in by Pagans, and Infidels. Ieruſa- 
lem is a ſinfull polluted Citie: but Ieruſalem compared with Babylon, is righ- 
teous. And (hall the righteous be ouerborne? all they bee compaſt about b 
the wicked ? But the Prophet doth not only complaine; Lord, ho comm 
it to paſſe, that thou handleſt vs ſo hardly, of whom thy Name is called, and 
beareſt with the Heathen Nations, that deſpiſe thee? No, bebreaketh out 
through extremitic of griefe, & inferreth violently; This proceeding i perwerſe, 
the rightcous are thus handled; rherefore pernerſe iudgement doth proceed, R 

' g. Whic 
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9. Which illation containeth many things, whereof it were better much 
boch for yee to heare, and me to ſpeake, if neceſſitie did not draw me to ano- 
ther taske. Paul and Barnabas being requeſted to preach the ſame things 44.3.42.44; 
againe, which once they had preached, thought it their duties to ſatis ſie the 
godly deſires of men, ſincerely affected to the truth. Nor may it ſeeme burde- 
nous to me, or for — vnprofitable, that I follow their example, the like oc- 
caſion vnto theirs being offered me. hen he had laſt the Epiſile of Saint Paal ms 2. 
to the Hebrewes in hand, and of that Epiſtle theſe vords : In theſe laſt dayes be 
bath ſpoken vnto vs by his Sonne. Aſter wee had tienct collected the nature of 
the viſible Church of Chriſt ; and hath define i: :© h a communitie of men, 
* ſandificd through the profeſſion ofthe | ruth , which God bath taught the. 5, «a6... 
world by his Sonne; and had declared, that the (cope of Chriſtian docttine is tioa,lmeane 
the comfort oſthem, whoſe heart; arc ouer charged with the burden of ſinne; 2 {<pararion 
and had proved that the do: ne profelled in the Church of Rome, doth be- — 
reaue men of comfort both in their liues and in theit deaths: the concluſion a5 they doe. 
in the end, whereunto we came was this z the Church of Rome being in faith — — 
ſo corrupted, as ſhee is, and refuſing to be reformed, as ſhe doth, we are to ſe · nor in profec. 
uer our ſelues from her, the example of our Fathers may not retaine vs in fing · but in 
communion with that Church; vader hope, that we ſo continuing, may be cuchefc 
ſaved, as well as they. God, I doubt not, was mercifull to ſaue thouſands o 

them, though they liued in Popiſh ſuperſtitions , inaſmuch as they ſinned ig- 

norantly : but the truth is now laid before our eyes. The former part of this 

laſt ſentence, namely, theſe words: 1 doubt not, but God was mercifallto ſaue 

thouſand of our Fathers lining in Popiſh ſaperſtitions , in as much as they ſinned. 
iznorantly:this ſentence, I beſeech you, to marke, and to ſift it withthe ſeuerity 

ofauſtere iudgement, that ifit be found to be gold, it may be ſuteable to the 

precious foundation, whereon it was then laid: for, I proteſt, that, if it be hay 

or ſtuble, my one hand ſhall ſet fire to it. Two queſtions haue riſen by rea- 

fon of this ſpeech before alledged. The one, Whether our Fathers, infected 

with Popiſh errors and ſuperſtitions , may bee ſaved. The other, Whether [their 

ignorance be a reaſonable inducement to make vs thinke, they might.\Weare then 

to examine: firlt , what poſſibilitie: then, what probabilitie there is that God 

might be mercitull vnto ſo many of our Fathers. 

10. Somany ofour Fathers living in Popiſh ſuperſtitions, yet by the mercy 

of God to be ſaued? No; this could not be: God hath ſpoken by his Angel 

from heauen, vnto his peopleconcerning Babylon(by Babylon we vnderſtand 

the Church of Rome;) Goe ont of her, my people, that yee be not partakers of her Ayec,r8.4, 
plagues, For anſwer whereunto, firſt, I doe not take the words to be meant 

onely oftemporall plagues, of the — death, ſorrow, famine and fire, 

whereunto God in his wrath hath condemned Babylon; and that to ſaue his 

choſen people from theſe plagues, he ſaith, Gor ont, with like intent, as in the 

Goſpel, ſpeaking of Hieruſalems deſolations, he ſaith, Les them that are in In- Matth.14.16 
das, flie vnto the Mountaines , and them that are in the midſt thereof depart ont ; 

or, as in the former times to Lot, Ariſe, tale thy wife, and thy daughters , which S 

are there, left thou be deſtroyed im the paniſhment of the Citie : but for as much 

a3 here it is ſaid, Goe out of Babylon; we doubt, their eucrlalting 3 
which 
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which are partakers therein, is either principally meant, or neceſſarily implyed 
in his ſentence. How then was it poſſible for ſo many of our fathers to bee 
ſaued : ſith they were ſofarre from departing out of babylon, that they tooke 
her for their mother, and in her boſome yeelded vp the ghoſt ? 

1t, Firſt, for the plagues being threatned vnto them, that are partałer in 
the ſinnes of Babylon, we can define nothing concerning our Fathers, out of 
this ſentence : vnleſſe we ſne w, hat the ſinnes of Babylon be; and hat they 
be, which are ſuch partakers of them, that their euetlaſting plagues are ineui- 
table. The ſinnes, which may bee common both to them ofthe Church of 
Rome, and to others departed thence, mult be ſeuered from this queſtion. He 
which ſaith, Depart out of Babylon, leaſt you bee partakers of ber finnes : ſheweth 
plaincly , that he meaneth ſuch ſinnes, as, except wee ſeparate our ſelues, wee 
baue no power in the world to auoid ſuch impieties, as by their Law they haue 
eſtabliſhed, and whereunto all that are among them, either doe indeed aſſent 
or elſe are by powerable meanes forced, in ſne w and appearance, to ſubie& 
themſelues. As for example, in the Church of Rome it is maintained, that 
the ſame credit and reuerence that wee giue to the Scriptures of God, ought 
alſo to be giuen to vnwritren verities; That the Pope is ſupreme head miniſte- 
riall ouer the vniuerſall Church militant; That the bread inthe Euchariſt is 
tranſubſtantiated into Chriſt ; That it is to be adored , and to bee offered vp 
vnto God as a ſacrifice propitiatorie for quicke and dead; That Images are to 
be worſhipped; Saints to be called vpon as interceſſors, and ſuch like. Now, 
becauſe ſome Hereſies doe concerne things only beleeued, as the tranſubſtan. 
tiation of the ſacramentall Elements in the Euchari tz ſome concerne things 
which are praiſed and put in vre, as the adoration of the Elements tranſub- 
ſtantisted: wee muſt note, that erroneouſly , the practice of that is ſometime 
receined , whereof the doctrine, that teacheth it, is not heretically maintai- 
ned. They are all partakers in the maintenance of Hereſies, who by word ot 
deed allow them, knowing them, although not knowing them to be Hereſies; 
as alſo they, and that moſt dangerouſly of all others, who knowing Hereſie to 
be Hereſie, doe notwithſtanding in worldly reſpects, make ſemblance of al- 
lowing that, which in heart and iudgement they condemnc: but Hereſie is be» 
retically maintained, by ſuch asobſtinarely hold it, after wholſome admoni. 
tion. Ofthe laſt ſort, as of the next before, I make no doubt, but that their 
condemnation , without an actuall repentance, isincuitable, Leſt any man 
chercfore ſhould thinke, that in ſpeaking of our Fathers, I ſhould ſpeake in- 
differently of them all: let my words, I beſeech you, be well marked: 7 deni 
wor, but God was mercifull to ſane thouſants of our Fathers : which thing I will 
now, by Gods aſſiſtance, ſet more plainely before your 

12. Many are partakers of the errour , which are not of the Hereſie of the 
Churchof — The people following the conduct of their guides, and ob. 
ſeruing, as they didʒexactly that which was preſciibed, thought they did God 
good ſeruice, when indeed they did diſnonour him. This was their error: but 
the Hereſie of the Church of Rome, their dogmaticall Potions oppoſite 
vnto Chriſtian truth, what one man amongſt tenne thonſand, did euer vnder- 
ſtand ? Ofthem, which vnderſtand Romane Hereſies, and allow them, all are 
not 
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not alike partakers in the action of allowing, Some allow them as the fir 
founders and cftabliſhers of them: which crime toucheth none but their 
Popes, and Councels; the people ate cleare and free from this. Of them, 
which maintaine Popiſh Hereſies, not as Authors, but Receiuers of them 
ſrom others, all maintaine them not as Maſters. In this are not the people 
rs neither, but only the Predicants and Schoolemen. Of them, which 

beene partab ers in this ſin of teaching Popiſh hereſie, there is alſo a di 


ſerence; for they haue not all beene Teachers of all Popilh Hereſie. Put A l 


erence , ſaith S. Ide; have compaſſion vpon ſome. Shall we lay vp all in one 
— ? Shall we caſt them all head-long. Shall we plu — into 
that infer nall and euerlaſting flaming lake ? Them that haue be. takers 
ol the errors of Babylon, together with chem which are in the Herefie? Them 
which haue beene the Authors of Hereſie, with them that by terror and vio- 
lence bane beene forced to receiue it! Them who haue taught it, with them 
whoſe ſimplicitie hath by ſleights and conueyances of falſe Teachers, beene 
ſeduced to beleeue it? Them which haue beene kers in one, with them 
-which haue beenc partakers in many? Them which in many, with them 
whichin all? 


13 Notwithſtanding I grant, that, although the condemaation of them, © 


bee more tolerable then of theſe : yet from the man, that laboureth at the 
h, to him that ſitteth in the Vatican;toall parcakers in the ſinaes of Ba- 
z to our Fathers, though they did but erroneouſly practiſe that which 
guides heretically taught; to all, without exception, plagues were due. 
The pit is ordinarily the end, aſwell of the guide, as of the guided in blind - 
neſſe. But woe worth the houre wherein wee were borne, except wee might 
promiſe our ſelues beiter things z things which accompanie mans ſaluation, 
enen where we know, that worſe, and ſuch as accompany condemnation are 
due. Ihen muſt wee ſhew ſome way, how — — * What 
way is there that ſinners can find to eſcapethe iudgement of God, but onely 
by appealing to the ſeate of his ſauing mercy? Which mercy, with 0rigen, we 
doe not extend to Deuils and damned ſpirits. God bath mercy vpon thou- 
ſands, but there be thouſands alſo which he hardencth.. Chriſt hath there- 
fore ſet the bounds, he hath fixed the limits ol his ſauing mercy , within the 
cgmpaſſe of theſe termes : God ſent not his owne Sonne to condemme haar ld 
but that the wor ld through lum might be ſaved. In the third of S. 1ohns Golpel 
mercie is reſtrained to Belecuers: He that belecuei b ſball not be condemned ; Hee 
that beltewerb not, i condemned alreadie, becauſe beebelrened not in the Soune of 
God. In the ſecond ofthe Reuelation, mercy is reſtrained to the penitent. For 


of ec abel and her ſectaries, thus he ſpeaketh 1 and fbe Reuel. 12. 
COmml 


repemed nat, Behold, 1 willcaft ber into a bed, 1 farmicati- 
en with ber, into a great afflittion, except they repent them of thtix wo les, and 1 
wil kill ber children with death, Our hopetherefore of the Fathers, is, iſthey 
were not altogethet faithleſle and impen 2 live2 , 1 

14 They are pot all faithleſſe, that are weale in aſſenting to the truth, ot 
ſtiffe in maintaining any way oppoſite to the truth of Chriſtiamdo- 
arine. But as many as hold the foundation which is precious, thonghyhey 

ho! 


/ 
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hold it but weakely,andas it were with a ſlender thred, although they frame 
many baſe and vnſurable things vpon it, things that cannot abide the tryall of 
che ire yet ſhall they paſſe rhe fierie triall and be ſaued, which indeed haue 
builded themſelues v pon the Rocke, which is the foundation of the Church. 
If then our Fathers did not hold che foundation of Faith, there is no doubt, 
but they were faithleſſe. If many of them held it then is therein no impedi- 
ment, but many of them might be ſaued. Then let vs ſee, what the foundati. 
on of Faith is, and whether we may thinke, that thouſands of our Fathers, be- 
ing in Popiſh ſuperſtitions, did notwithſtanding bold the foundation. 

15. If the foundation of Faith doc import the generall ground, whereup. 
on we reſt, when we doc beleeue, the wrizings of the Euangeliſts and the Apo- 
files arc the foundation of the Chriſtian Faith, Credimus quia legimme , (aith 

* They miſia- S. Jerome O that the Church of Rome didas * ſoundly interprete the ſe fun- 

cerp:er,not damentall writings , whereupon wee build our Faith , as (hee doth willingly 

een; bold and imbrace them. 

corruptgloſes 16. But if the name of Foundation doe note the principall thing, which is 

_— _ belecued:thenisthat the foundation of our Faith which S. Pau hath to Tie- 
by forcing che #hy : God manifeſted inthe fleſh , iuſtified in the Spirit, cc. that of Nathaniel, 

old vulgar bos art the Sonne of the lining God: I hog art the King of Iſrael that of the In- 

cranflarion 2p abitants of Samaria: Th i Chriſt the Saviour of the world he that directly 


the onely au- 


thenticakhow. demeth this, doth vtterly raſe the very foundation of our Faith. I haue = 


beircheyre- ved heretoſore, that, although the Church of Rome hath plaid the Harlot 
whichis worſe then euer did Iſrael, yet are they not as now-the Ager of rhe 


Canonicall, Jewes,' which plainely deny Chriſt lefus, quite and cleane exc} d from the 
IP nem Covenant. BurasSamaria compared with Hieruſalem is rermed Au, 
which are not. à Church or Tabernacle of her owne ; contrariwile, leruſalem Abolibath, 
« 1.7/5.3.16. the reſting place of the Lord: ſo whatfocucr we terme the Church of Rome, 
hr 49 when we compare her with reformed Churches, ſtill we put a difference, as 
then betweene Babylon and Samaria , ſo now betweene Rome and the Hea- 
theniſh aſſemblies. Which opinion, I muſt , and willrecall, I maſtgrant,and 
will; that the Church of Rome, together with all her children, is cleane exclu- 
ded; There is no difference in the world berweene our Fathers and Saracens, 
Turkes, and Raynims; ifthey did directly denie Chriſt crucified for the ſalua- 

tion ofthe world. 5 
1 Bit how many millions of them were knowne fo to haue ended their 
mortall lives , that the drawing of their breath hath ceaſed with the vttering 
of this Faith, Chreſ my Sauisur, my Redeemer Ieſws? Anſwer is made, That this 
they might vnſainedly conſeſſe, and yet be farre om ſaluation. For, 
G45, behold, ſaith the Apoſtle, I Paul ſay vnio yon, that ij yeebe circumciſed, Chriſt * 
ſhalkprophet yanmot lung. Chriſt in the worke of mans ſaluation is alone: the Ga- 
lathians were caſt away by ioyning Circamcifion, and the other Rites of the 
Law with Chriſt : the Church of doth teach her children to ioyne o- 
ther things likewiſe with him; therefore their faith, their belieſe, doth not 
profit them any thing at all. It is true, that they doe indeed ioyne other 
things with Chriſt : but how ? Not in the worke of redemption it (clic, which 
they grant , that Chriſt alone hath performed ſufficiently for the ſaluation of 
. the 
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the whole world; but in the application of this ineſtimable treaſure, that it * » 


may be effeuall to their ſaluation: how demurely ſoeuer they conſeſſe, that al — Gas 
they ſeeke remiſſion of ſinnes, no otherwiſe then by the bloud of Chriſt, ""** 7c 


vſing bumbly the meanes appointed by him to applie the benefit of his hol he —— 
bloudzthey teach, indeed, ſo many things pernicious in Chriſtian Faith, is bebold hi 


ſerting downe the meanes , whercof they ſpeake, thatthe very foundation of —— Fe 


Faith, which they hold, is thereby * plaincly ouerthrowne, and the force of in cor, are 
the blond of Ieſus Chriſt extinguiſhed, We may therefore diſpute with them in 42*k+nclle, 


and ſee not 


vrge them euen with as dangerous ſequels, as the Apoſtle doth the Galatians, ha, which, in 
But I demand, if ſome of thoſe Galatians heartily imbracing the Goſpel of lab is plane. 


Chriſt, ſincere and ſound in faith (this one onely errour excepted ) had ended — =_ 


their lives before they were euer taught, how perilous an opinion they held: concerning 

ſhall we thinke, that the damage of this errour did ſo oucr-waigh the benefit e natures of 
of their faith, that the mercy of God might not ſaue them? I grant they ouer- — me 
threw the very foundation of faith by conſequent doth not that ſo likewiſe, wich veforius 
which the * Lutheran Churches doe at this day ſo lifly and fo firmely main- fy fe fame 


taine? For mine owne part, I dare not here denie the poſſibilitie of their ſal- — — 


vation, which haue beene the chiefeſt infiruments of ours: albeit they car. prictics ol his 


tied to their graue a perſwaſion ſo greatly repugnant to the truth. Foraſmuch a T ping 


thetefore as it may be ſaid of the Church of Rome, ſhe hath yet a little ofthe Lutheras 


b, ſhe doth not directly denie the foundation of Chriftianitie : I may, — 2 be no 
I cruſt without offence, perſwade my ſelfe , that thouſands of our Fathers in — — 


former times liuing and dying within her wals, haue found mercy at the hands don may nor. 
of God. - . ä wichtkan ding 


be damnable 


18 Wbat although they repented not of their errors? God forbid , that I vnto ſome and 
ſhould open my mouth to gain. ſay that which Chriſt himſclfe hath ſpoken: I do nor think 


but that in ma- 


Except yee repent, yee ſhall al periſh. And il they did not repent, they periſhed. ayvefpec iri, 
But withall note, that we haue the benefit of a double repentance : the leaſt leſſe damnable 
finne, which we commit in Deed, Thought, or Word, is death, without te- S. f fit day | 
pentance. Vet how many things do eſcape vs in eueiy of theſe, which we doe it chen ir wa. 
not know? How many, which we doe not obſetue to be ſinnes? And without in them which 
the knowledge, without the obſeruation of ſinne, there is no actuall repen- 22147. _ 
rance. It cannot then bechoſen, but that for as many as hold the foundation; others — 
and haue all holden ſinnes and errors in hatred; the bleſſing of repentance for bad an eye va- 
ynknow ne ſinnes and erronrs, is obtained at the hands of God, through the — The 

gracious mediation of leſus Chriſt, for ſuch ſuiters as crie with the Prophet quetionis noc 
DAvip: Purge me, Lord from my ſecret ſinnes. — — 
19 But we waſh a wall of loome; we labour in vaine;all this is nothing; and fuch — 

it doth not it cannot iuſtifie, that which we goe about to maintainc. dundanders 

Infidels and Heathen men are not ſo godleſſe, but that they may, no doubt, OY Ys 8 
crie God merey, and deſire in — to haue their ſinnes forgiuen them. To cor ouerthrow- 
ſuch as denie the foundation of faith, there can be vo ſaluation { according to #5, dern 
the ordinarie courſe, which God doth vſe in ſauing men) without a particular clude all pot. 
repentance of that errot. The Galatians thinking, that vnleſſe they were cir. Þilitic of falua. 


cumciſed, they could not be ſaued, onerthrew the foundations of faith di- nat ebe 


re&y: thereforoif any of them did die ſo perſwaded, whether before or after — 7 
they P Aof 
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. they told of their errors,their end is dreadtull;chere is no way wich them bur 
one, death and condernniation; For the Apoſtle ſpeaketh nothing of men de- 
- parted bur faith generally of all, ganbe circumciſes, Chrift ſbal profit young. 
thing. Ton are aboliſhed from C 1 nt are inſt d by the law;yee are Fal- 
hots ffom grace, Gal. 3. Ofthem in the h of Rome the tcaſon is the ſame. 
For wich ath ſeduced, concerning them did not S. Paul ſpeake 
long before, that they receiued not the v ord u truth, they might not be (a- 
2. Theſ. 2-11. ned? therefote God would ſend them Rrong i | beliene lies, that all the 
| mihi be damned which beleened not the truth, but re im wnrighteouſe 
hoc. 13-118: neſſe. And S. John, Allthat dwell upon the ear th (ball warſhip hum, whoſe names are 
not written inthe boote of life, Apor. 13. Indeed many in fotmer times as their 
Bookes and Writings doe yet thew, held the foundation, to wit, ſaluation 
Chriſt alone, and therefore might be ſaued. God hath alwayes had a Church 
amongſt them, which firmely kept his ſauing truth. As for ſuch as hold with 
the Church of Rome, that wo be faued by Chriſt alone without 
workes; they doe not onely by a circle of conſequence, but directiy deny the 
foundation of faich; they hold it not, no not ſo muchas by a thred. 

20. This to my remenbrance,being all that hath beene oppoſed with any 
countenance or (hew of reaſon, I hope, if this beanſwered, the cauſe in que- 
ſtion is at an end. Concerning generall repentance therefore: whar ? A Mur- 
therer, a Blaſphemer, anv perſon, a Turke, a Ie, any (inner to eſcape 
the wrath of God by a general repentance! Cod forgine mee, Truely it neuet 
came within mine heart, that a generall repentance doth ſetue for all ſinnes: 
it ſerueth only for the common ouerſights of our ſinfull life, and for the faults, 
which either we doe not marke, or doe not know, that they are faults. Our 
Fathers were actually penitent for ſinnes, wherein they knew they diſpleaſed 
God; or elſe they fall not within the compaſſe of my firſt ſpeech. Againe, 
that otherwiſe they could not be ſaued. then holding the foundation of Chri- 
{tian faith, we haue not onely affirmed, bur proued. Why is not then con- 
feſſed, that thouſands of our fathers, v hich liued in Popiſh ſuperſtitions, migbt 
yet by the mercie of God be ſaued ? firſt, ifthey had directly denied the very 
foundations of Chriſtianitie, without repenting them particularly of that ſin: 
he which faith there could be no ſaluation tor them, acording to the ordinarie 

For dus is Courſe, which God doth vſe in ſauing men, granteth plainely, or at the leaſt 
che aneh, cloſely inſinuateth, that an extraordinary priuiledge of mercie might deliuer 
—_— their ſoules from hell, which is more then I required. Secondly, if the foun- 
impoſſibilitie dation be denied, it is denied for feare of ſome Hereſie, which the Church of 
— heit lau Rome maintaineth. But how many were there amongſt our Fathers, who 
The Church being ſeduced by the common errour of that Church, neuer knew the mea- 
nome ioz- ning of her Hereſies? So that, although all Popiſh Heritiques did periſh : 
neth Skat: thouſands of them which lived in Popilh ſu rſlitions, might be ſaued. Third 
lich is a de- ly, ſeeing all that held Popiſh Hereſies, id noe hold all the Hereſies of the 
=_ _ Pope: why might not thouſands, which were infected with other leauco,liue 
nd valelle we 80d die vnlowred with this, and fo be * ſaued ? fourthly, if they all held this 
ald che toun- Hexeſie, many there were that held it, no doubt, but only in a generall forme 
1 4. of words, which a fauorable interpretation might expound in a ſenſe differing 
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farreenough fromthe poyſoned conceit of Hereſie. As for example; Did they 
hold, that ve cannot be ſaued with Chriſt, without good workes. We our 
ſclues doe, Ithinłe, all ſay as much, with this conſtruction, ſaluation being ta- 
len as in that ſentence, Corde creditar ad iuſtitiam , ore fit confefſio ad ſalutens , 
except infants, and men cut off vpon the point of their conuerſion : ofthe reſt 
nota Tee GoT bar lucas ſeeke peace and holineſſe, though not as a cauſe 
of their ſaluation, yet as a way which they muſt walke, which will be ſaued. 
Didthey hold, that without workes wee are not juſtified? Take iuſtification 
ſo as it may alſo imply ſanctiſication, and Saint Iames doth ſay as mach. For 
except there be an ambiguitie in the ſame tearme, Saint Paul, and Saint James 
doe contradict each the other, which cannot be. Now there is no ambiguitie 
in the name either of faith, or of workes, being meant by them both in one and 
the ame ſenſe. Finding therefore, that iuſtification is ſpoken of by Saint Faul, 
without implying ſanctiſication, when he prooueth, that a man is iuſtiſied by 
faith without workes; finding likewiſe that iuſtification doth lometime im 
ſanctiſication alſo with it: I ſuppoſe nothing to bee more ſound, then ſo to ins 
terpret Saint /ames, ſpeaking not in that ſenſe, but in this. 

21. We haue alrcady ſhewed, that there he two kinds of Chriſtian righte- 
ouſneſſe: the c ne vithout vs, which we haue by imputation; the other in vs, 
which conſiſtetn of faith, hope, and charitie, and other Chriſtian vertues. And 
Saint eme doth proove, that Abraham had not onely the one, becauſe the 
thing delecned was imputed vnto him for righteouſneſſe: but alſo the other, 
becnuſe he ered vp his ſonne. God giueth vs both the one iuſtice and the 
other : the one, by accepting vs for righteous in Chriſtʒthe other, by — 
Chriſtian r1ghreouſneſle in vs. The proper and moſt immediate efficient ca 
in vs oft his latter, is the Spirit of adoption wee haue receined into our hearts. 
Thacvhereof it conſiſteth, whereofir is really and formally made, are thoſe 
infule4 vertues, proper aud particular vnto Saints, which the Spirit in the very 
moment, when firſt it is giuen of God, bringeth with it: the effects whereofare 
ſuch actions as the Apoſtle doth call the fruits of workes, the operations of 
the Spirit. The difference of the which operations from the roote whereof 
they ſpring, mak: ili it needfull to put two kinds likewiſe of ſanctifying righ- 
teouſneſſe, Habit and At. Habit, that holineſſe, wherewith our 
ſoules ore inwardly indued, the fame inſtant, when firſt we beginne to be the 
Temples of the holy Ghoſt. actual, that holineſſe, which afterwards beau 
tifi-rh all the parts and actions of our life; the holineſſe for the which Zxoch, 
Job, Zac harie, Elizabeth, and other Saints, are in the Scriptures ſo highly com- 
mended. If here it be demanded , which of theſe wee doe firſt recciue : I an- 
ſwere, that the Spirir, the vertues of the Spirit, the habituall juſtice, which is 
ingrotted the externaſſ ſuſſice of7eſ# Chriſt, which is imputod: theſe wee re- 
ceiue 2!! at one and the ſame time; whenſoeuer we haue any of theſe, we haue 
all; they goe together. Yer ſich no man is iuſtified except hee belieue, and 
no man belicuerh except hẽ haue faith, and no man except hee haue receiued 
the Spirit of adoption, hath ſaith:foraſmuch as they doe neceſlarilyinterre iu- 
ſtification,and iuſti fication doth of geceſſitie preſuppoſe them: ve muſt needs 
hold that imputed righteouſneſſe, mdignitic being the chicteſt , is notwith- 
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ſtanding in order the laſt of all theſe : but aul righreouſnefſe, which is the 
righteouſneſſe of good workes, ſuccedeth all, follow eth after all, both in 
order and time. Which being attentiuely marked , ſheweth plainely how 
the faith of true Beleeucrs cannot be divorced from hope and loue; how 
faith is a part of ſanctiſication, and yet vnto iuſtification neceſſatie; how 
faith is — by good workes, and noc wor ke of ours without faith: 
finally, our Fathers might hold, that wee are iuſtiſied by Faith alone, 
and yet bold trucly, that without workes we are not ivſtified. Did they 
thinke that men merit rewards in heauen, by the workes they per- 
forme on earth? The ancient vie writing for ebtainin?, and in that ak 
they of Wittenberge haue it in their confelhonz We reach that good workes com- 
manded of God, are * — to be done, and by the free bindueſſe of God they merit 
their certaine rewards. Therefore ſpeaking as our Fathers did, and we taking 
their ſpecch in a ſound meaning, as we may rake our Fathers,and might for as 
moch as their meaning is doubt full and charitic doth alwaies interpret doubt. 
full things fauourably : what ſhould induce vs to think, that rather the da- 
of the worſt conſtruction did light vpon them all, then that the blaſſing 
of the better was vnto thouſands? Fiftly, if inthe worſt conſtruction 
that may be made, they bad generally all imbracedit!liuing,mighr not many 
of them dying,vtterly renounce it? Howſocver men when the (it at caſe, doe 
vainely tick le their hearts with the wanton conceit, of I know not what pro 
portionable correſpendence , betweene their merits and their rewards, which 
in the trance of theix high ions they dreame that God bath meaſured, 
— — and laid vp, as it were, in bundles for them: notwithſtanding, ve ſee 
by daily in a number even of them, that when the houre of death 
a , when they ſecretly heare themſelues ſummoned forthwith to 
appeare, and ſtand at the Barre of that whoſe brightneſſe cauſeth the 
eyes of the Angels themſelues to dazle, all theſe idle imeginations doe then 
beginne to hide their faces, tg name merits then is to lay their ſoules vpon the 
racke, the memorie of their one deeds is lothſome vnto them, they forlake 
all things, herein they haue put any truſt or confidence, no ſtaffe to leane vp- 

on, no eaſe, no reſt, ns comfort then, but onely in leſus Chriſt, 
22. Wherefore if this propoſition were true: To lol in ſach wiſe, as the 
Ad, Churchof Rome doth, that we cannot be ſaved by Chriſt alanc wiilaus works,ia di- 
— recti — on of Faith; | (ay, that if this propoſition were true: 
in wotkes, and * many wayes I haue ſhewed, whereby wee may hope that 


Rinke. Hung thouſands ofour Fathers which lined in Popiſh ſuperſtition, might be ſaued. 
in Popiſh u. But what if it be not true? What if neither that of the Galatians concerning 


Tenge Circumciſion;nor this of the Church of Rome, by Works be any direct de- 
Pighns dyed Niall of the foundation, as it is affirmed, that bothare? Ineede not wade fo 
— eee farre as to diſcuſſe this Controuerſie the matter which firſt was brought into 
— —4 queſtion being ſo cleare, as I hope it is. How beit, becauſc I deſire, that the 
ide of zuſti- truth euen in that alſo ſhould receive light, I will doe mine endeuour to ſet 
fcationby downe ſomewhat more : firſt, the foundation of Faith, what ic is: 
before tvs © Secondly, w hot it is direcily to demie the foundation : Thirdly, whether they 


death, whom God hath choſen to be Heires of life, may fall ſo farre as directly to de 
die 


TT 


A Diſcourſe of Tuſtification , &c. a 303 


nie it: , whether the Galatians did ſo by admitting the errout about 
Circum — Law + laſt of all, whether the Church of Rome for this 
one opinion of Workes, may bet to doe the like, and thereupon to be 
no more a Chriſtian Church, then are the Aſſemblies of Turkes and lewes. 

23. This word foundation being ſiguratinely vſed, hath al wayes reference What the 
to ſomewhat which reſemblerh a materiall building, as both that Doctrine of Fadi 
Les and the communitie of Chriſtians doe. By the Maſters of Ciuill Policie undi ces 
nothing is ſo much inculcated,as that Common-weales are founded 2 Lawes; cionem maltits- 
for that a multitude cannot bee compacted into one body otherwiſe then by a — 
common 


ion of Lawes, whereby they are to bee kept in order. The ebe nut 
— Lawes is this: No mas ang bi to be hurt or iniared by another, '« repraterqud 
ake away this perſwaſion, and ye take away all the Lawes: take away Lawes, — — 
and wher hell becomeofCommon-weales? So it is in our ſpiritual Chriſtian lib a. 
Communitic : I doe not meane that Body Mylticall, whereof Chriſt is only 

the head, that building vndiſcernable by mortall eyes, wherein Chrift is the * 1.23. 
*chicle corner Stone : bur | ſpcake of the viſible Church, the foundation £417 
whereof is the Doctrine which the Prophets and Apoſtles profeſt. The b Epbeſ.2.20- 
marke wherunto their Doctrine tendeth, is pointed at in theſe words of Peter 

vneo Chriſt , © Thos beſt rhe wordes of eternal life : in theſe words of Pas to 1% 61. 
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— in the —— * 
natura or other, to flye fot ay ſuccour in extretnities, againk t 
Enemies of their Lawes. Abbaein dend eeees g Hanel eee e fr. 
the true way how, hath beene the cauſe of all the Superſtitions in the 
World. O that the miſerable ſtate of others, which wander in darkneſſe, and 
wote not whither they goe, could giue vs ing hearts, worthily to 
eſtceme the riches ofthemercy of God towards vs, before whoſe eyes the 
doores of the Ki of Heauen are ſer wide open ! ſhould wee offer vio- 
lence vnto it? it violence vnto vs,and we ſtrength to wichſtand 
it. But I am beſides my purpoſe, when I fall to bewaile the cold affeRion , 
which we beare towards that whereby we ſhould be faued; my purpoſe be- 
ing only to fer downe, what the ground of ſaluation is. The Doctrine of the 
Goſpell propoſeth ſaluation as the end : and doth it net teach the way of at- 
tayning thereunto? Vet the Damoſell poſſeſt with a Spirit of diuination, ſpake 
the truth : © Theſe men are the Sernants of the moſt High God which ſhew vnto vs e 48: 16.17, 
the way of Salnation : ¶ 4 new and lining way, which Cbriſ bath prepared far us, lib. ioo. 
. through the vaile, that u, bis fleſb — — of Chriſt. 
By this foundation the Children of God the written Law, were diſtin- 
gniſhed from the ſonnes of men;rhe reuerend Patriarkes both poſſeſt it living, 
and ſpake expreſty of irs at the houre of their death. Ith dyibinthe 6 
midft of griete; it was afterwards tie anker. hold of all the righteous in Iſ- b 19:5. 
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rad ſtom thewriringot che Law, to the time of Grace, Euery Prophet ma · 
keth mention of it! It was famouſly ſpoken of about tho time, hen the com- 
ming of Chriſt to accompliſh the promiſes, hich w ere made ong beſot it, 
drew neere, that the ſound thereot was heard enen amongſt the Gentiles, 
When he was come, at many as were his, acknowledged that he was their Sal. 
vation; be, that long expected hope of Iſrael; he, that Seed; in mbors all the 
Nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed. So that no be is a name of ruine, a name 
of death and condemnation, vnto ſuch as dicame of a acw A to as ma. 
ny 25 looke for ſaluation by any other, but by bim. Fer | among men there u 
gien no other name vnder he anen whereby we muſt be ſaved. Thus much S. Mark 
doth intimate by that, which he doth put in che front of his Booke, making his 
entrance with theſe words: I be legimnu of the Goſpeiiaf Ieſa c briſt, the Sanne 
of God. His Docttine he termeth the Gotpell ,- becauſe it teacheth Saluation; 
the Goſpell of leſus Chriſt the Sonne of God, becauſe ieteacherh Saluation by 
him. This is then the foundation , whereupon the frame ofthe Goſpellis e- 
reed; that very Telus whom the Vn ge» conceiucd of the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
Simeonimbraced in his armes, whom Pilate condemned, whom the lewes ctu- 
cified, whom rhe Apoſ{/ts preached, keis* Chriſt, the Lord, the onely Sauiour 
of the World: lot her ſoundation cas n manlay. Thus I haue. briefly opened 
that principlein Chriſtianitie , which wee call che foundation of our faith, It 
followeth now, that I declare vnto you, w hat is directly to overthrow it. This 
will be better opened, if wee vnderſtand, what it is to hold the foundationof 
Faith. 1 | 

24. There are which defend, that many of the Gentiles , who never heard 
the Name of Chriſt, held the foundation of Chriſtianitie, and why ? they ac- 
knowledged many ofthem, the Providence of God; his infinite Wiſedome, 
ſtrength, power; his goodneſſe, and his mercie towards the children of men; 
that God hath iudgement in ſtore for the wicked, but for the righteous, which 
ſerue him, rewards, &c.'Imhis which they confeſſed , that lyeth couered, 
which we belecuezio rhe Rudiments of their knowledge concerning God,the 
foundation of our faith concerning Chriſt, lyeth ſecretly wrape vp. and is ver. 
tually contayned: therefore they held the foundation of Faith, though they 
neuer had it. Might we not with as good a colour of Reaſon defend, that cuc- 
ry Plough-man bath all the Sciences, wherein Philoſophers haue exceld? For 
no man ĩs ignorant of their firſt Principles, which do verrually conraine,wbar- 
ſoeuer by naturall meanesis or can be knowne. Yea, might wee not with as 
great reaſon athrme , that a man may put three mightic Oakes whereſocuer 
three Akornes may be put? For vertually an Akorneis an Oake, To avoyde 
ſuch Paradoxes, wee teach plainely, that to hold the fonndation, is in expteſſe 
termes troacknowledgeir. 

25. Now, becauſe the foundation is an affirmative Propoſition, they all o- 
uerthrow it whodenieit; they directly overthrow ir, who denie it directly; 
and they overthrow it by conſequent,or indirectiy, which hold any one aſſer. 
tion wharſocuer , whereupon the direct deniall thereof may bee neccflarily 
concluded. What is the ion betweenethe Gentiles and vs, but this, 


Whether ſaluation be by Chris? What betweene the Iewes and vs, but this, 
| Whether 
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I berberliy this Ieſus, whom we call Chriſt, yea or no This tobe the maine point, 
wherevpon Chriſtianitic ſtandeth, it is cleere by that one ſentence of Feſtms 
concerning PA accuſers : They brought no crime of ſuch oye I ſuppoſed, 
bat bad certaine queſtions againſt bim of their ſuperſtition, and of one leſwe,which 
was dead, whom rxv. af firmed to be aliue. Where we ſee that leſus, dead and 
raiſed for the ſaluation of the World, is by Lewes denyed, deſpiſed by a Gen- 
tile by a Chriſtian Apoſtle maintayned. The Fathers therefore in the Primi- 
tive Church when they wrote; Tertuilias, the Booke which he calleth A 
logeticas; Minatius Felix, the Booke, which he intitleth Oclaniasʒ Arnobius, 
the ſeauen Bookes againſt the Gentiles; ChryſoFome, his Orations againſt the 
Jewes ; Euſebize, his ten Bookes of E all demonſtration : they ftand in 
defence of Chriſtianitie againſt them, by whom the foundation thereof was 
— — ed. But the Writings of the Fathers againſt Nowetians, Felagians, 
and eretikes of the like note, refell Poſitions, whereby the foundation 
of Chriſtian Faith was overchrowne by conſequent only. Inthe former ſort 
of Writings the foundation is proued; in the later, it is alledged as a proofe, 
which to men that had beene knowne directly to denũ, muſt needes haue ſec- 
med a kind of diſputing, All Infideſs verefore denie the foun- 
dation of Faith directly; by conſequent, many a Chriſtian man, yea wholc 
Chriftian Churches haue denied it, and doe denie it at this preſent day. Chri- 
man Churches, the foundation of Chriſtianitic ? not directly: for then they 
ceaſe to be Chriſtian Churches: but by c nt, in reſpect whereof wee 
condernte them as erroneous, although for holding the foundatioa wee doe 
26. We ſte what it is to hold the foundation ; what directiy, and what by 
conſequent, to denie it. The next thing which followerh, is, whether they 
whom.God hath Choſen to obtaine the glory of out Lord leſas Chrift,may 
once effeually called, and through faith iuſtified truly, afterwards fall ſo far, 
as directly to denie the foundation, which their hearts haue beforeimbraced 
with ioy and comfort in the Holy Ghoſt: for ſuch is the faith, which indeede 
doth iuſtifie. Deuils know the ſame things, which we beleeue, and the minds 
ofthe moſt vngodly may be fully peffwaded ofthe Trurh:which knowledge 
in the one and inthe other fs ſometimes termod — — 
indeed no ſuch faith as that, whereby a Chriſtian man is the Spi- 
rit of Adoption, which vor keth faith in vs, in them not: the things which we 
beleeue, are — — only as true, but — that to 
vs: as they are not apprehended; as true, they ate. Whereup 
on followeth — third ; the Chriftian man the more her incteaſeth 
in faith, the more his ioy and comfort aboundeth : but they, the more ſure 
they art of the truth, the morethey quakeandcremble at ir. This begenerh 
another effect, here the hearts of che one ſort haue a diſſerent difpolicion 
from the other. Naw lenere plcſ conſetenris mern, mibil ſe eſſe per 
mortem magis oprare, quinn credere. Milene tm — — 4 
ad ſupplicia reparuri. I am not ignorant, Teith in,, that there bee 
many, who being conſcious, wharthey we to looke for, doe rather wiſh 
chat they might, then chinke that they — when they ceaſe — 
wy Bbb z 
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becauſe they hold it better that death hould conſume them vnto nochung, 
then God teuiue them vnto puniſhment. So ic is in other Articles of Faith, 
whereof. wicked men thinke, noe doubt, many times they ate too true: 
on the contrarie ſide, tothe other, there is no grieſe or totment greater, then 
to feele their perſwalion-weake in things, whereof when they are perlwaded, 
they reape ſuch comfort and ioy of ſpirit · ſuch is the faith whereby, wee are 
iuſtiſied; ſuch, I meane, in reſpect of the qualitie. For touching che princi- 
pall obie& of faith, then it holdeth the foundation whereof we haue 
ſpoken, it neyther iuſtiherh, nor is, bur ceaſeth to be fairh, when it ccaſeth to 
belceue, that leſus Chriſt is the oncly Saviour of the World. The cauſe of 
life ſpirituall in vs, is Chriſt, not catnally or corporally iuhabiting. but diyel. 
ling in the ſoule of man, as a thing v hich hen the minde apprehendethit) is 
ſaidto inhabit or poſſeſſe the minde. The winde conceiugth Chrilt by hes. 
ring the Doctrine of Chriltianicie,asthe light of Nature doth the mind to ap. 
wn thoſe truths which are meetely tationall, ſo that ſauing Truth, which 
is farre aboue the reach of humane teaſon, cannot other w iſe, then by the Spi- 
rit ofthe almighty, ba conceiued. All theſe arc implyed, whereſocucrany 
of them is mentioned the cauſe of the ſpiritu Il lite. VVherefore if we haue 
te. readthat - the Spirit is cor life zot b be Ward® aur life, or *Chriſt eur life; 
f — ve lee in euery oſ theſe to vnderſtand, that our life is Chriſt. by the heating of 
the Goſpell, apprehended as a Sauiour, and aſſented unto through the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, The firſt inrelleRuall conce : and comprehenlion of Chil 
d 1. ſo imbraced, Saint Peter calleth 4 the ſeed whereof we be nem horne: our firſt im- 
e Egbefa. . bracing of Chriſt, is our firſt e reuiuing from the ſtate of death and condem- 
f lohn. gu. nation. f He that hath the Sonne, bath life, ſaith S. lahm, and he that bath not the 
Sonne of God hath not life. If therefore he which once hath che Sonne, may 
ceaſe to haue the Sonae, it be for a moment, he ceaſech for that mo- 
81.10 5.13, ment to haue life, But the life of them which haue the Sonne of God, is cuer- 
Ee peruic of laſting in the World io come. But becauſe as Chriſt being raiſed from rhe dead 
dyeth no more, death hath no more power ouer him: Sa the iuſiiſied man 
— h being allyed to God in Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, doth as neceſſarily from that 
e time forward al wayos liue, as Chriſt i by whom he hatb life, liueth al wayes. ! 
might if I had D done it already, ſhew by many and ſun- 
dry, manifeſt, and cleere prooſes, how the motions and operations of life, arc 
ſometimes ſo — and ſo ſecret, that they ſecme ſtone - dead, who 
notwithſtanding are ſtill aliue vnto God in Chriſt. For as long as that abi 
deth in vs, which animateth, quickeneth, and giueth life, ſo long we liuc and 
wee know that the cauſe of our faith abideth in vs for euet. If Chriftthe foun- 
taine of life, may flit and leaue the habitation, where once he dwellerh, what 
ſhall become of his promiſe, [am with you to the Warlds end? Ithe Seed of 
God which containeth Chriſt, may be firſt conceived, and then coſt out: 
ni, how doth S. Peter tearmeit * immortal? How doth S. Jobo affirme, 11: «- 
11.10.39. biderh} If the Spirit; whichis giuen to cheriſh, and preſetue the Seed of life, 
m Fpbeſ1.14, may begiuen and taken away, how isit® the carneſt of out inheritance vntil 
unn is. Redemption? how doth it continue with vs for euer ? If therefore the man 


which is once iuſt by faith, ſhall live by faith, and liue for euer: it fo ** 
JL t 
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that he which once doth belecue the ſoundation, muſt needs belecuc the fouu- 
dation for ener. If he beleeue, ic for euer, how can be euer directly denic it ? 

Faith holding the direct athrmationzthe direct negation, ſo long as Faith con 

tingeth, is excluded; But you will (ay, that as he that is to day holy, may to % 

morrow forſake his holineſſe, and become impure ; as a friend may change 

his minde, and be made an enemy; as hope may wither: ſo Faith may die in 

the heatt of man, the Spirit may be quenched, grace may be extinguiſhed, 

they which belecue, may be quite turned away from the Truth. The caſe is 59/. 

cleere, long experience hath made this manifelt : it needs no prooſe. I grant 

we arc apt, prone, and readie to forſake God: but is God as readie to forſake 

vs? Our minds are ch ble: is his ſo likewiſe? Whom God hath iuſtified, 

hatch not Chrift aſſured, that it is 4 Fathers will is give them.s ting dome 

Notwithſtanding it ſhall not be otherwiſe giuen them, then if they continue 

grounded and ſtabliſhed in the fait, and be not moued away from the hope . c. 145. 

ofthe Goſpel ; if they abide in lone and holineſſe; Our Sauiour therefore, ig 

when he ſpake of the ſheepe effectually called, and truely gathered into his 

ſold, b / gize unte them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ball any b tobe. 

placke them out of my handr;in promiling to ſaue them, he promiſed, no doubt, 

to pteſerue them in that, without which there can be no ſaluation, as alſo from 

that whereby it is irrecouerably loſt. Euery error in things appertaining vaco | 

God, is repugnant vnto faich fearfull cogitation, vnto hope ; vnto 

loue, euer y ſtragling inordinate deſite; vnto holineſle, euery blemiſh w hete- 

with either the in ward thoughts of out minds, or the out ward actions of our 

lues are (tained. But Hereſie; ſuch as that of Eli, Cerini bau, and others a- 

gainſt whom the Apoſi les were forced to bend themſelues both by word, and 

alſo by writing; that repining diſcouragement of heart, which tempteth God, 

whereof we haue | ſrael in the Deſart tor a patterne : coldneſſe, ſuchas that in 

the Angels of Epheſus ; foule ſins, knowne to be expreſly again the firſt, or 

ſecond Table of the Law, ſuch as Noab, Maneſſes, D anid,Se/omon,and Peter 

committed; theſe are each intheir kind ſo oppoſite to the former vertues, 

chat they leaue no place for ſaluation without an actuall repentance. But In- 

fidelity, extreame deſpaire, hatred of God and all goodneſſe, obduration in 

ſinne cannot ſtand where there is but the leaſt ſparke of faith, hope, loue, and 

lanctitie: euen as cold in the loweſt degree cannot be, where heat in the high · 

en degrer is found. Vhereupon I conclude, that, although in the firſt kind, 

no man liueth, which ſinneth not; and in the ſecond, as perfect as any doc 

lige may ſinne: yet ſith the man bich is borne of God, hath a promiſe, that 

in him 4 0% ſeede of God ſhall abide,which ſeed is a ſure preſeruatiue againſt the c= 35. 

ſinnes that ate of the third ſuite: greater and cleeret ce we cannot haue 

of any thing then of this, that Hom ſuch ſinnes God (hall ethe righ- 

teous, as the apple of his eye for euer. Directly to denie the foundation of 

faich, is plaine Infidclitie 4 where faith is entred, there [nfidelitie is for euer 

excluded; therefore by him which hath once ſincerely beleeued in Chrilt, 

the foundation of Chriſtian faith can neuer be directly denied. Did not Peter? 

Did not Marcelinus ? Did not others both directly denic Chriſt, after that 

they had beleeued, and againe belecuc, after they had denyed? No * 
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* Howſocurr 
men be chan- 
ged (for chan- 
ged they may 
2, euen the 
beſt amongſt 
men) if they 
Me re- 


that 
ceiued, as it 


ſeem eth, ſome 


of the Gala- 


tians which 


fell into error, 


they conſeſſe in words, whoſe condemnarion is neuertheleſſe their n 


ot belec- 


ving : (for example we haue [das : ) So likewiſe, they may beleeuc in heart, 
whoſe condemnation, without repenrance, is their not confeſſing. Although 
therefore Peter and the reſt , for whole faich Chriſt bath prayed, that it might 
not faile, did not by denyall, ſinns the ſinne of Infidelicie, which is an inward 
abnegation of Chriſt, (but it they kad done this, their faith had cleerely 

) yet becauſe they ſinned-notoriouſly and grieuouſly, com. 


mitting that, which they 


knew to be expreſly forbidden by the Law, 


which ſaith, Theo ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim oneiy ſhalt thou ſerut; 


neceſſarieit was chat he, which purpoſed to ſaue their ſoules, ſhou 


d, as he 


did, touch their hearts with true vnfained repentance, that his mercie might 
reſtore them againe to liſe, whom ſinne had made the children of death and 


condemnation. Touching the point therefore, I hope I may ſafely ſet dow ne, 


that it the ivſtified erre, as he may, and neuer come to vndetſt and h 


is errour, 


God doth ſaue him through generall repentance : but if he fall into Herelic, 
be calleth him at one time or other by actuall repentance: but from Infidelis 


tie, which is an in ward direct denlall ofthe foundation, he preſcruer 


h him by 


ſpeciall pronidence for euer. Whereby we may eaſily know, what to thinke 


ofthoſe Galatians, whoſe hearts was ſo poſſeſi 


with the lone of the Truth, 


had receiued that if it had beene poſſible, they would haue pluckt out their eyes to beſtow 


the gifts and 


| Braces of God 
which arc cal. 


vpon their Teachers. It is true, that they — — * changed, 
perſwaſion and affection:ſo that the Galatians, when 


both in 


S. Paul wrote vnto them 


led al were not now the Galatians, which they had beene in former time, for that 


Aura, ſuch as 
fauh, bope, & 
Charitie are, 


which God 
doth reuver 


given, asif ir 
repented him 


to haue giuei A mind deſirous to be inſtructed in truth, and them, which, 


chem; if ſuch 
might be fo 


farre chinged 


rote of ſrith 


through erronr they wandered, although they 


were his ſheepe. I doe not de- 


ny, but that I honld that they were his ſheepe, if I ſhould grant, that 
thi br <br 


rough ettour they It was a perilous opinion thatthey 


dzperil- 


take ay bus, even ia them which held it onely as an errour, becauſe it ouerthroweth 
from bim to the foundation by conſtquent. But in chem which obſlinately maintalne it, 
whom then are I cannot thinke it leſſe then a damnable Hereſie. Wee muſt therefore put a 


difference berweene them which erre of Ignorance, retaini 


neuertheleſſe 
er the truth is 


laid open, perſiſt in the ſtubborne defence of their blindneſſe. Hereticall de- 
fenders, froward and ſtif-necked teachers of circumciſion, the bleſſed Apollle 
— calls doggs: _ men, who were ſeduced to thinke they thought che truth, 
— vitrierh, he taketh vp in his armes, he louingly imbraceth, he kiſſeth, and 


ſhould be quite With more then fatherly tendernes doth ſo — —— correct the 


exrirguiſh:d ſpeech he vſeth toward them, that a man cannot 


y diſcerne, whether did 


moſt abound, the lone, ich he bare to their 805 affection, or the grieſe, 


in chem, and ſo 

cir laluation 
— ir which the danger oftheir opimi on bred him. T heir opinion was dangerous: 
wouldſhake was not theits alſo, whothoughe the Kingdome of Chriſt ſhould be carthly 
the ſirongeſt Was not theirs, which thought the Goſpell only ſhould be preached tothe 
and foureſte? Jewes? Vhatmorevppoliteto pro doctrine, concerning the com» 
Latten ming of Chriſt, then the one ing the Catholike Church, then the 


dee bis obſer- other? Yet they which had theſe fancies, euen when they had them, were 
uations Pon not the worſt men in the world, The Hereſie of Free · will was a milſtone 4- 
bout the Pelagians necke:ſhall we therefore giue ſentence of death in 


the harmony 
of Confcſhons 


euitable 
againſt 


r ̃ ⅛ ˙ud 8 
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againſt all thoſe Fathers in the Greeke Church, which being millp-perſwaded, 

dyed in che crrorotizee Will Of theſe Galatians therefore, v hich fitſt were 
isltified and thendecriued, as Ican ſee no cauſe, why as many as dycd before 
admonition, might not by mercy bee receiued, euen in exrour: ſo Imake no 

douht but as many as lined, till they were admoniſhed, found the mercie of 

Ce Qual in conuerting them from their exrour , leſt any one that is «+, 
Chriſts,, ſhould periſh. Of this I take ir, there is no coutrouerſie, only againſt uifed, and af- 
the ſaluation ofthem v hich dyed, though heſore admoaition, yet in error, it cer — ds main 
is obiected, that their opinion was a very plai ne direct denyall of the founda- antes ga 
tion. I A/ and Barnabas had beene ſo petſwaded, they would haply baue ahoughop- 
vſed the termes otherwiſe ſpeaking of the Maſters themlelues, who did firſt n. ere 
ſet that error abroach, a certaine of the Sects of the Phariſes which belecued. unc reſpeR 
What difference was there bet u eene theſe Phariſes, and other Phariſes,from Lill calk t er- 
whom by a ſpeciall deſcriptionthey are diſtiuguiſhed, but this? Theſe which —— 
came to Antioch, teaching the neceſſitie of Circumciſion, were Chriſtians; the the ſame they 
other enemies of Chriſtiapitie, Why then ſhouldtheſe be termed ſo diſtinct: vi vh-n 


ly Belecuers, if they did directly deny the foundation of our belieſe; beſides — — 


which there was no other thing, that reſt to be nobelceuers ? Ve i and plain 
need goe no ſarther then S. Pauli very reaſoning againſt them, for proofe of 28% _ 


this matter: ſeeing you know God, or rather are knawne of God, how turne 

you againe to impotent rudiments? > The Law 2 ſeruants, her b Cl A5 
children are in bondage; They which are gotten by the Goſpell, are free, c d. 
(Brethren, we are not children of the ſeruant, but of the free woman, and will 4%, 
yee yet be vnder the Law? That they thought it vnto ſaluation neceſſarie, 

forthe Church of Chriſt , to oblerue Dayes, and Moneths, and Times, and e 7ſt 11. 
Leeres, to keepe the Ceremonies and Sacraments of the Law, this was their 

errour. Vet he which condemneth their etrour, conſeſſeth, that notwithſtan- 

ding, they knew God , and were kno ne of him; hetaketh not the honour 

from them to be termed Sonnes begotten of the immortall ſced of the Goſpel. 

Let the heavieſt words which he vſeth, bewaighed; conſider the driſt of 

thoſe dreadfull concluſions : If yee be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profic you no- 

thing : As many as are luſtified by the Law, are fallen from Grace. It had bin 

to no purpoſe in the world, ſo to vrge them; had not the Apoſtle beene per- 

ſwaded, that at the hearing of ſuch o bene ſit by Chriſt, a deſection 

from Grace, their hearts would tremble and quake within them: and why? 

becauſe that they knew, that in Chriſt, and in Grace, their ſaluation lay, which 

is a plaine direct acknowledgement of the foundation. Leſt I ſhould herein 

ſeeme, to hold that which noone learned, or godly bath done: let theſe words 

be conſidered, w hich import as much as I athrme, * Surely thoſe brethren, . , 
which in S. Paal time, thought that God did lay a neceſſitie ypon them to — 
make choice of dayes and meates; ſpake as they belecucd, and could not but /r4ards. 

in y ds condemne the libertie, which they ſuppoſed to be brought in agalnſt 
the authoritie of divine Scripture. Other wiſe it had becne — 2 far Saint 
Pau / to admoniſh them, not to conderune ſuch as eate without ſcrupuloſitie, 
wharſocucr was ſet before them. This error. if you weigh what ĩt is of it ſelfe, 
didat once overthrow all Scriptures, V hetby we are taught ſaluation hy faith 


in 


— 
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rectlyʒ if 
Caluin.Ep.104, Bat 1 25e 


in Chriſt, all that euer the Prophets did forecell,all that euer the Apoltles did 
preach of Chriſt, it drew with it the deniall of Chriſt vtterly : in ſo much that 
S. Paul complaineth, that his labour was loſt vpon the Galatians, vnto whom 
this error was obtruded, affirming that Chriſt, if ſo be they were circumciſed 
ſhould not proſit them any thing at all. Yer ſo farte was S. Pau/from ſtriking 
their names out of Chriſts booke, that he commandeth others to entertaine 
them, to accept them with ſingular humanitie, to vſe them like Brethren; he 
knew mans imbecillitie; he had a feeling of our blindne ſſe which are mortal 
men, how great it is, and being ſure that they are the Sonnes of God whoſe. 
euer be induced with his feare, would not haue them counted encmies of that 
v hereunto they could not as yet frame themſelues to be friends, but did euet 
vpon a very religious aſſection to the Truth, willingly reiect the Truth. They 
acknowledged Chriſt to be their only and perfect Sauiour, but ſaw not how 
repugnant their belecuing the neceſſitie of Moſaicall Ceremonies vas to their 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Hereuntoa reply is made, that if they bad not direQly 
denyed the foundation, they might haue becne ſaved ; bur ſaved they could 
not — their opinion was not onely by conſequent, but dire ci ly a de. 
nyall of the foundation. W hen the queſtion was abont the poſſibilitie of their 
ſaluation, their denying ofthe foundation was brought co prooue, that they 
could not be ſaued; now chat the queſtion is about their denyall of the foun- 
dation, the impoſſibilitie of their ſaluation,is alledged to prooue, they denyed 
the foundation, Is there nothing, which excludeth men from ſaluation, but 
only the ſonndation of faith denyed? I ſhould haue — belides 
this, many other things arc death vnto as many as v ing, that 
— was to fall from Chriſt, did ing cleaue 


vnto 
them, Zut — Wherefore I come to the laſt queſtion, Whether 
that the doctrine of the Church of Rome, concerning the neceſſutic of workes wats 


ſaluation, be a direct denyall of our faith. 

25. I ſecke nt to obtrude vato you any priuate opinion of mine owne z 
the belt lcarnedinone on are of this iudgement, that all the corrupti- 
ons oſ the Churchof Rome, doe not her to deny the foundation di- 
did, they ſhould grant —— no Chriſtian Church. 
th —— in the — —— —— , 4 Church cra. 
ted, or, wil, quite in pieces for » miſe. ſhape, yet ſame Charch : 
his 7 this, Ameichruf muil ſit in the Temple of 2 Leſiany man ſhould 
— —— _—_ regard of them, whom that 
Choreh is ſuppoſed to the ſpeciall prouidence of God, as it were 
— eaeafd — free from infection, and as ſound in the 
faith, as we truſt, by his mercy, we out ſelues are: I permit it to your wiſe con- 
ſiderations, whether it be more likely, that as frenzic, t it ſclfe take a. 
way the vic of reaſon, doth notwithſtanding proue them creatures 
which haue it, becauſe none can be franticke but they i ſo Antichriſtianitie be- 
ing the banc and plaine overthrow of Chriſtianitie, may neuertheleſſe argue 
the Church wherein Antichriſt ſitteth, to be Chriſtian. Neither haue I euer 
hitherto heard or read any one word alledged of force to warrant, that God 
doth otherwiſe, then ſo in the two next queſtions before hath beene decla- 


red, 
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red, bind himſelfers keepe his Elect from worſhipping the Beaſt, and from 
receiging his marke in their foreheads : but hee hath preſerued, and will . 

in, 
whoſe deceit hath preuai led ouet none vnto death, but ouely vnto ſuch as ne- 
ver loved the truth, ſuch as rooke a pleaſute in vnrighteoulneſſe: they in all 
ages, whoſe hearts haue delighted in the ptincipall truth, and whoſe ſoules 
haue thirſted after tighteouſneſſe, if they teceiued the marke of Errour, the 
mercie of God, euen erting, and dangerouſly erring, might ſaue them: if they 
receiued the marke of Hereſie, the ſame mercy did, l doubt not, conuert them. 


ſerue them from receiuing any deadly wound at the hands ofthe Man of 


How farre Romilh Hereſies may preuaile over Gods Ele&t , how many God 
hath kept falling into them, how many haue beene conuerted from them, is 
not the queſtion now in hand: for if heauen had not receiued any one of that 
coate for theſe thouſand yeeres, it may till bee true, that the doctrine which 
this day they doe profeſſe, doth not directly denie the foundation, and ſo 
proue them fimply to be no Chriſtian Church, One I haue alleaged, whoſe 


words, in my cares, found that way: (hall I adde * another, whoſe ſpeech is · n 
plaine ? 1 deny her not the name of « Clurch, ſayth another, s more then to a man Ec«leſ- 


the name fa man, as long as be liueth, what fickne(ſe ſoener he hath. His reaſon 
is this; Sa/nation in leſws Chriſt , which is the mar ke which ioyneth the bead with 
the bodie, Jeſus Chriſt with the Church is ſs cut off by many merits, by the merits 
of Saints, by the Popes Pardons, and ſuc h other wickedneſſe , that the life of the 


Charch holdeth by 4 very threed, yet ſtill the life ofthe Church holdeth. A anch re- 
ledge the Church of Rome, enen at this preſent Jai. de Tel 


third hath theſe words, I acknow 
day,for « Church of Chrifl,, ſach a Church 45 Iſ7 ael did ſerabaam , yet a Church. 
His reaſon is this; Euer man ſecthᷣ, except be willing ly hoodwinke himſelfe, tbat 
at always; ſo nom, the church of Rome holdeth firmely and fedfaftly the doctrine 
of truth concerning Chriſt , and baptiz:th in the Name of the Father , the Sonne, 
and the holy Gho#t , confeſſeth and anoucherh —— the onely Redeemer of the 
Word, and the Iudge that ſhall ſit pon quicke and dead, receining trut beleeners 
into endleſſe ioy , faithleſſe and godleſſe men being cafl with Satan and bis angels 
into flames vnquenchable. 

28. I may, and will, reine the queſtion ſhorter then they doe. Let the 
Pope — his top, and captiuate no more mens ſoules by his Papall 
iuriſdiction: let him no longer count himſelſe Lord Paramount over the Prin- 
ces of the world : no longer hold Kings as his ſeruants paranaile: let his 
ſtately Senate ſubmit their neckes to the yoke of Chriſt, and ceaſe to die their 
garments like Edow, in bloud i let them from the bigheſt to the loweſt , hate 
and forſake their Idolatrie, abiure all cheir errours and herefies , wherewith 
they haue any way peruerted the truth: let them ſtrippe their Churches, till 
they leaue no polluredrag, but only this one about her, I/ Chri#? alone, with- 
out workes,we cannot bee ſaued: it is enough for mee, if I ſhew, that the hol. 
— of this one thing doth not prooue the foundation of faith directly de- 
nied in the Church of Rome. 

29, Workes are an addition: be it ſo? what then? the foundation is not 
fabuerted by euery kinde of addition: Simply to adde vnto thoſe fundamen- 
tall words,is not to mingle Wine with Water, Heauen and * = 
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luted with the ſanRikied bloudfof Chriſt : of which crime indict them, which 
attribute thoſe operations in whole or in part to any creature, which in the 
worke of our ſaluation wholly are peculiar voto Chriſt, and it | open my 
mouth to ſpeake in their defence, if I bold my and plead not agaia(t 
them as long as breath is within my body, let me be guiltie of all the dilhonor 
that euer hath beene done to the Sonne of God. But the more dreadfull a 
thing it is to denic ſaluation by Chriſt alone ; che more ſlow and fearefull 1 
am, except it be too maniſeſt , to lay a thing ſo grieuous to any mans charge, 
Lee vs beware, leſt if we make too many waycs of deaying Chriſt, wee ſcarce 
leauc any way for our ſelues truly and ſoundly to confeſſe him. Saluation on- 
ly by Chriſt is the trut foundation, whereupon indeed Chriſtianitie ſtandeth. 
But whar if [ lay you cannot be ſaued onely by Chrift, without this addition, 
nt beeacd in heart , confeſſed with mouth, obeyed iu life and conuerlq- 
tion? Becauſe I adde, doe I therefore denie, that which I did directly affirme} 
There may bee an additament ofexplication , which ouerthroweth not, but 
ueth and concludeth the propoſition, whereuntoir is annexed. H: which 
ich, Peter was a chieſe Apoſtle, doth proue that Peter was an Apoltle; hee 
which ſayth, Our ſaluation is ofthe Lord, through ſanctiſication of the Spi- 
rit and Faith of the trueth, proueth that our ſaluation is of the Lord. Rut it 
that which is added be ſuch a priuation as taketh away the very eſſence of that 
whereunto it is added, then by the ſequell it ouerthroweth. Hee which ſaith 
Ind as is a dead man, though in word he granteth Iadas to be a man, yet in ef- 
fect he proueth him very {j no man; becauſe death 2 — 
him of being. In like fort, he that ſhould ſay, our election is of grace for our 
workes ſake, ſhould in ſound of words, but indeed by conſequent denie 
tant. . that our election is of Grace for the grace which electeth vs, is no grace, if 
it elect vs for our workes ſake. 
30. Now whereas the Church of Romeaddeth work es, wee mult note far- 


* a7 beſſe.2.13. 


= but neceſſarie not to be kept by them that will be ſaued. Onthe other fide, to 
mens hands. ſay yee cannot be ſaued by Chriſt without wor kes, is to adde things, not only 
on due not excluded, but commanded, as bei 


on is generall 


about the ad- ſarie, and therfore ſubordinated vnto 


— web oflaluation is ſpun; * Exc 

whether ſuch F the Scribes and Phariſes pee Bala enter into the & ing dome of Heanen, They 
or ſuch works were b rigorous exacters of things not vterly to be neglected, and left vndone, 
be good.Inthis Waſhings, and Tithings, &c. As they were in theſe, ſo muſt we be in indge- 


compariſon it 


is enough to ment, and the loue of God. Chriſt in workes ceremoniall, giueth morclibercic; 
couch ſo much in emorall much leſſe, then they did. Workes af righteouſneſle therefore are 


of the mattet 
in queſtion berweene S Paul and = Galatians, as inferreth thoſe Conclufions, Ver are ſallen from grace;Chrift can profit 
voa nothing : which Concluliens will follow ypon Circumciſion and rites ofthe Law ceremoniall,if they be required a 
things neceflarie to ſaluation, This oncly was alleaged ag ainſtme: and nced | touch more then was 

5. b Late. 11.39. CMaA¹ i 


aged; a Matth. 


not 


* 
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oy ſo repugnantly added in the one propoſition ; as in the other, Circum- 
ciſion is. 

1, But we ſay, dur ſaluation is by Chriſt alone, therefore howſocuer, or 
whatſocuer wee adde vnto Chriſt in the matter of ſaluation, we onerthrow 
Chriſt. Our caſe were very hard, if this argument ſo vniuerſally meant, as it 
is ſed, were ſound and good. We our ſelues doe not teach Chriſt alone, 
ex our owne faith, vnto iuſtification; Chriſt alone, excluding our 
owne workes, vnto ſanfification;Chriſt alone, excluding the one or the other 
vnneceſſarie vnto ſalvation. It is a childiſh cauill wherewith in the marrer of 
iuſtiſication our Aduerſaries doe fo greatly pleaſe themſelues, exclayming 
that we tread all Chriſkian vertues vader our fect , & require nothing in Chri- 
ſtians but faith, becauſe we teach, that faith alone iuſtifieth: whereas by this 
we neuer meant to exclude either hope, or charitie from being alwayes 
ioyned as inſeparable Mates with Faith in the man that is iuſlifiedʒor workes 
from being added as neceſſarie duties —— at the hands of euery iuſtified 
man : but to ſhe w thacfaich isrhc oply and which putteth on Chriſt vnto 
ioftification ; and Chrilt , tbe only garment which being ſo put on couereth 
the ſname of our defiled natures, hideth the imperfeRions of our workes, pre- 
ſerueth vs blameleſſe in the aghe of God, before whom otherwiſe, the weake- 
neſſe of our faith were cauſe ſufficient to make vs culpable, yea to ſhut vs from 
the Kingdome of Heauen, where ä is not abſolute, can enter. That 
our dealing with them bee not as childiſh as theirs with vs, when we heare of 
ſaluation by Chriſt alone, conſidering that ¶ alone jas an excluſiue particle, wee 
arc to note, what it doth exclude, and where. If I lay , Such « In ge only ought 
10 determine ſuch 4caſe,all things incidentro the determination therof, beſides 
the perſon of the ludge, as Lawes, Depolitions, Euidences, &c. are not here. 
by excluded;perſons are not excluded from witneſſing herein, or aſſſting, but 
onely from determining and gining ſentence. How chen is our ſaluation 
wrought by Chriſt alone? Is it our meaning that nothing is requiſite to mans 
ſaluatſon, but Chriſt to ſaue, and he to be ſaued quietly without any more a» 
doe? Nowe acknowledge no ſuch foundation. As we haue receiued, ſo wee 
teach, that beſides the bare and naked worke, wherein Chriſt without any o- 
ther Aſſociate, finiſhed all the parts of our Redemption, and purchaſed Sal. 
uation himſelfe alone: for conueyance of this eminent bleſſing vato vs, many 
ings are of neceſſitie required, asto bee knowne and choſen of God before 
the foundation of the World; iv the World to be called, iuſtified, ſanctified; 
after we haue left the World; to bee received vnto glorie ; Chriſtin euery of 
theſe hath ſomewhat, which hee worketh alone. him according wv 
theeternall purpoſe of God, before the foundation ofthe World, Borne, Cru- 
cified, Buried, Rayſed, &c. wee were in agracious accepration knowne vato 

God, long before we were ſeene of men: God *knew vs, loued vs, was kinde · 25.16 
to vs in Ieſus Chriſt; in him we were elected to bee Heires of life. Thus farre 
God through Chriſt hath wronghe in ſach ſort alone, that our ſelues are meere 
Patients, working no more tn alarm and ſenſeleſſe Matter, Wood, or Stone, 
or Iron, doth in the Artificers hands, no more then the Clay when the Potter 
appointeth it to be framed for an honorable vſc, nay, not ſo much; for the 
Cec Mayer 
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Matter whereupon the Craftſman worketh,he chooſeth being moued by che 
fieneſſe which 1s in it to ſerue his turne; in vs no ſuchthing. Touchingthe 
reſt, which is laid for the foundation of our Faith, importeth farther ; That 
—_— by him we are called; that * wee haue Redemption, W Remiſſion of ſinnes 
— through his bloud, Health by his ſtripes, 4 Iuſtice by him z that he © doth 
b Epbeſ 1.o lacie his Church, and make it glorious to himſelfe; that fentrance into ioy 
— — 6. (hall be giuen vs by h im, yea, all things by him alone. Ho beit not ſo by him 
efpheſ.8.26. alone, as ifin vs to8 our vocation,the hearing of the Goſpel z to our iuſtiſica. 
le tion, Faith; to our ſan&ificarion,the fruits of the Spirit; to our entrance into 
— reſt, perſeuerance in Hope, in Faith, in Holineſſe, were not neceſlaric, 
Gal. 5. 23. 32. Then bat is the fault of the Churchof Rome? Not char ſhee requi 
* reth workes at their hands which will be ſaucd : but that ſhe attributeth vaco 
workes a power of ſatisfying God for ſinneʒ yea, a vertue to merit both grace 
here, and in heauen glorie. That this ouer · throweth the foundation of faith, 
I grant willingly; that it is a direct denying thereof, I vtterly deny: hat it 
is to hold, and what directly to denie the foundation of faith, I haue alrcadie 
opened. Apply it particularly to this cauſe, and there needes no more adoe. 
Phe thing which is handled , ifthe forme, vnder which it is handled, be ad- 
ded thereunto, it ſne eth the foundation of any doctrine v hatſoeuer. Chriſt 
is the Matter whercof the Doctrine of the Goſpel treateth; and it treateth of 
Chirſt, as of a Sauiour. Saluation therefore by Chriſt is the foundation of 
Chriſtianitie:as for works, they are a thing ſubordinate, no otherwiſe then be- 
cauſe our ſanRification cannot be accompliſhed without them; the Doctrine 


. 


concerning them is a thing builded vpon the foundation; therefore the Do- 

Arine,which addeth vnto them the power of ſatisfying or of meriting, addeth 

vnto a thing ſubordinated,builded vpon the foundation, not to the very foun» 

dation it ſelſe: yet is the foundation by this addition conſequently ouer- 

throwne, for as muchas out of this addition, it may be * concluded 
nt 


Her ratio Becle. Hee which maketh any workegood , and acceptable in the ſight of God, to 
ee gen, proceed from the naturall freedome of our will; Hee which giveth vnto any 
lice Fidel — good workes of ours, the force of ſatisfying the wrathoſ G for ſinne, the 
ben die- power of meriting either earthly or heauenly rewardsz Hee which holdeth 
mee enten Workes,going our vocition, in congruitie to merit our vocation, works 
102 valeat con- following our firſt, to merit our ſecond iuſtification , and by cond nitie out 
£m neem laſt reward in the Kingdome of Heauen; pulleth vp the Doctrine of faith, by 
. 
ſunt omxia, vt geceſſarily conclu ot this onely, but what other e is there, 
— — doth not 25 the very foundation of faith by conſequene?Howbeir, we make 
— a difference of Hereſies, accounting them in the — to Infidelitie, 
„ bich directly deny any one thing to be, which is expreſly acknowledged in 
merit; alia ei om- a Y y 8¹ all 
nie credidiſe the Articles of our ; for out of any one Article ſo denyed, the deny 
von proſit,caſ- of the very foundation it ſelfe is 222 inferd. As for example; ifa man 
faf16.644e ſhould ſay T bere i n0 Catholike Church, it followerh immediately thereupon, 
If beobſtinat- that this leſus whom we call the Sauiour, is not the Saviour of the World; 
I Hand in de. becauſe all the Prophets beare witneſſe, that the true Me ſuas ſhould ſber 


2 £193" light vnte the Gemtiles,thatis to ſay gather ſuch s Churchas is Sollte 
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reftrayned any longer vnto ene circumciſed Nation. — 
of whoſe Poſitions, the denyall of any the fore- ſaid Articles 
may be with hte facilitic concluded : ſuch as are they, which hane denyed ey- 
ther the Diuinitie of Chriſt with Hebiow, or with Marcion his Humanitie; an 
example whereof may bee that of Caim, defending the Incarnation of the 
Sonne of God, — Ne feria giſhop of —— which held, that the 
Virgin, when ſhee brought forth Chriſt, did not forth the Sonne of 

but a ſole and a meere man: gan bor bo may rr the 
Articles ofthe Chriftian Faith he deduceth thus * If 1hds deeft dem or Lord le- 
ſus Chriſt ; in denying the Sonne , thou 
according to — the Father bi He that hath not the Sonne, hath not 
the Father. Wherefore bim which « begotten, thou dewyeſt bim which doth 
beget. Againe —— Tree en re, , how canſt 
bos be ewe him to bane ſuffered ſuffered net bis Paſſion, what remaynerh , bat 
that thou denie hit — — leene bim not Reyſed , except we firſt 


beleene bim Dead: wake can the reaſon of his the Death fiend without 
the faith of bis death going before. The —— 


— be —— — —— 
i [ it how al 
2 hariing fem 1 211 Na 4x 


le , that bewbich Aſcended, did fr 
—_— ſo that as much as tyeth in thee , aur Lord leſus Chriſt hath neither riſen 


d wor © aſcended into Hauben, nor ſitrerh at the right hand of God 
— hubecome at the Dr ofthe accom w 


hal indge the quicke and dead, And dareſt thow yet ſet foot in the Church ? 
yo: dag thy ſelfe — , when thou haſt denyed all thoſe things , where- 
obtaine 4 Bi ? D Nee 


— but his opinion did of his Confeſſi - 
on. — 9 5 ra pap rrp — 
neth, which be remoued by a greater diſtance from the foundation, Bn og 
indeed they ouerthrowit. Yer becauſe of that weaknefle, which the 
pher noterh in mens capacities, when hee ſaith, that the common ſore cunnot 
ſee things, vhich follow in reaſon, when they follow as it were afarre off by 
many deduQions ; therefote the repu of ſuch Hereſie and the found. 
tion, is not ſoquickly or ſo eaſily found, but that an Heretike of this, ſooner 
then of the former kind, may ref gra and conſequently neucrtheleſſe, 
denie the foundation of Faith 

33. [freaſon be ſuſpected/ try all will ſhew that the Church of Rome doth 
no otherwiſe by reaching the doXrine [bedoth eeacticoncerning good work. 
Offer them the very fundamentall words: and what man is there, that will re- 
——— nm rome. er he and direy denie one 
and the very ſelfe-ſame — Our owne proceedings in paring Nh, 
their workes ſatisfaForie, and meritorious,doe ſhew not only, chat they 
Ses peer ge , Eee. 
— 2 — —— * them cirin alune hat GE 

2d bus Fathers wrath : Chriſt hath merited ſaluation alone, 

y to vſe ſach diſpures, neither could we thinte to 

— ee a 


Ccc 2 


wer chooſe but demie the Father : for bom cf. is. 


r 
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not hold, which we are affured they will not grant. I heir very anſwers to all 

ſuch reaſons as are in this Controuerſie brought againſt them, will not permit 

vs to doubt, whether they hold the foundation, or no. Can any man that hath 

read their Bookes 9 on” matter, be ignorant how they draw all their 

anſwers vnto theſe heads? T hat the remiſſion of all aur ſins, the par don of al what. 

ſoeuer puniſhments thereby deſerned , the rewards which God hath laid vy in He. 

wen, are by the blond of our Lord leſs Chriſt purchaſed , and obtayned ſuficiently 

for all men: but for no man effettually;for his benefit in particular except the bloud 

of Chriſt bee applyed particularly unto bim, by ſuch meanes 4s God bath appointed 

that to worke by. T hat thoſe meanes of themſelues being but dead things, oncly the 

blond of Chriſt i that which putteth life force, and e 2 in them to wor le, and 

to be auaileable, each in hi kind to our ſaluation. Finally, that grace bring Er 

for ws by the bloud of Chriſt , and freely without any merit or deſert at the firſt be- 

ſtowed v pon vs, the good things which we do, after grace receiued,be thereby mad, 
ſatisfaclory, & meritoriaus. Some of their ſentences, to this effect, I mult allcadge 

for mine one warrant. If we deſire to heare forraine iudgements ve, find in 

, one this confeſſion: He that conld reckon how many the vertnes and merits of our 
U. — Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt baue beene, might likewiſe vnder ſtand bow many the benefits 
lane beene, that are to came to v1 by him, for ſomuch as men are made partaker: of 

them all by 7 — of hu —— him — — Remiſoion 1 our ſinnes, 

ace, glory, libert e, ion re tion, inſt iſicationiuſtice, ſatisfaition, 

—— — —— things which we bad, and were bebooweful for our 

Pauigeros ſaluation. In another we haue theſc oppolicions,and anſwers made vnto them. 
_ Al grace u given by Chriſt leſas; True, but not except Chriſ leſus be apphed. 
He i the proputiation for our fins ; by by firipes we are healed, he bath offered bim- 

, ſelfe vp for vs: all this is true, but applyts © weput all ſatisfattion inthe bloudof le 

ſus Chriſt ; but we hold that the meanes which Chriſt bath appointed for vs in the 

Ainet in caſeto apply it, are our penallworkes. Our Countrimenin Rhemes make the lite 
1ewt. anſwer,thatthey ſecke ſaluation no other way , then by the bloud of Chriſt; 
and that humbly they doe vſe Prayers, Faftings , Almes, Faith, Chatitie, da- 

crifice, Sacraments, Prieſts, only as the meancs appointed by Chriſt, to apply 

the benefit of his holy bloud vnto them: touching our good workes, that in 

their one natures they are not meritorious , nor anſwerable, to the ioyes of 

Heauen; it commeth by the grace of Chriſt, and not ofthe worke it ſelſe, that 

we haue by well · doing a right to Heauen, and deſerue it worthily. Ifany man 

thinke that [ ſecke to varniſh their opinions, to ſet the better ſoote of a lame 

cauſe for-moſt : let him know , that fince I began throughly to vaderſtand 

their meaning. I haue found their halting greater, then perhaps it ſeemeth to 

them which know not the deepneſſe of Satan, as the bleſſed Diuine ſpeaketh. 

For although this bee proofe ſufficicat; that they doe not directly denie the 
foundation of Faith: yet if there were no other leauen in the whole lumpe of 

their Doctrine, but this: this were ſufficient to prouc, that their Doctrine is not 

agreeable vnto the foundation of Chriſtian Faith. The Pelagians being oucr- 

great friends vnto Nature, made themſelues enemies vnto Grace for all theit 
confeſſing, that men haue their ſoules, and all the faculties therof, their wils, 


andall the abilitie of their wils from God. And is not the Churchof * 
i 


© 


—— 
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fill an aduerſarie vnto Chriſts Merirs ,becauſe of her acknowledging,that we 
haue receiued the power of meriting by the bloud of Chriſt ? Sir Th 
At oore, ſetteth doe the oddes betweene vs and the Church of Rome in the 
matter of workes, thus, Like as we grant them, that no good worke of man is re- 
wardeble in heauen of bis owne nature, but through the meere goodnes of God that 
lift to ſer ſo highs price vpon ſo poore a thing ; and that this price God ſerteth 
threagh Chriſts Paſſion, and for that alſo they be his owne wor tei with v5;for good 
works io God-ward worketh no man, without God worke in him; and as wee grant 
them alſo, that no man may be proud of his works, for hu imperfeit working, & for 
that in all that man may do, lacan do God no good, but is a feruant vnprofiteble - 
doth bur bis bare duty; a we, I ſay, grant ome them theſe things: ſo this one thing, 

er twaine, do they grant vs againe, that men are bound to worke good works if they 
baue time and pomer, 7 that whoſo worketh in true faith moſt, hal be moſt rewar- 
ded, but then ſet they thereto , that all hu rewards ſhall be giuen him for bis faith 
alone, and nothing for his works at all, becauſe hu faith is the thing, they ſay, that 
forceth him to worte well, I ſee by this of Sir Thomas More, how eaſie it is for 

men of the greateſt capacity, to miſtake thing written or ſpoken, as well on the 
one fide as on the other. Their doctrine, as he t. maketh the worke of 
man rewardable in the World to come, through the goodneſſe of God whom 
it pleaſed ro fer ſo high a price vpon ſo poore a thing: & oura, that a man doch 
teceiue that eternall and high reward, not for his works, but for his faiths ſake, 
by which he worketh : whereas in truth our doctrine is no other then that we 


laue learned at the feete of Chit, amely, that God doth iuſtiſie the belec- 
uing man, yet not for the wous! df hug beliefe, but for the worthineſſe of 
him which is beleeued; Go abandantly euery one which wor- 


keth yer not for any meritorious dignitie, which is, or can bee in the worke, 
but through his meere mercie, by whoſe commandement he worketh. Con- 
trariwiſe, their docttine is, that as pure water of it ſelſe bath no ſauour, bur if 
it paſſe through a ſweete Pipe, it taketh a pleaſant ſmell of the Pipe through 
which it paſſeth: ſo, although before grace receiued, our works doe neither 
ſetisſie, nor merit; yet after, they doe both the one and the other. Euery ver- 
tous action hath then power in ſuchto ſatisſie, that if we our ſelues commit 


In his Book of 
Conlolationg 


no morcall ſinae, no haynous crime whereapon to ſpend this treaſure of ſatiſ works of gu- 
faction in our one behalfe, it turneth ro the benefit of other mens releaſe, on y<rcrogacion. 


whom it ſhall pleaſe the Steward of the houſe of God to beſtow itʒ lo that we 
may ſatis ſie for our ſelues and others, but merit onely for our ſelues. In meti- 
ting our actions doe worke with two hands; with one they get their morning 
ſtipend, the increaſe of grace; with the other their evening bite, the euerlaſting 
Crowne of glory, Indeed they teach that our good works doe not theſe thing 
as they come from vs, but as they come from grace in vs:which grace in vs is 
another thing in their Divinirie, then is the mecre goodneſſe of Gods mercy 
towards — in Chriſt Ieſus. p Lach poleiion Lone 
34- If ir were not a ſtrong deloding Spirit, which i 
hearts: were it poſſible, but that they thould DC —— — 
in gaine · ſay the very ground of Apoſtolique fairh } Is this that ſaluation by 
grace, whereoflo plentifull mention is made in the Scriptures of God? mo 
C cc 3 ens 
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this their meaning, which firſt taught che World to looke for ſaluation onely 
by Chrift ? By grace, the Apoſtle ſaith , andby grace in ſuch ſort as agitt: 
a thing that commeth not of our ſelues, nor of our workes, leſt any 
man ſhould beaſt, and ſay, I have wrought out my owne ſalvation. By 
grace they conſeſſe; but by grace in fort, that as many as weare the Dia- 
deme of blifle, they weare nothing but what they haue wonne. The Apoltle, 
as if he had fore · ſeene, how the Church of Rome would abuſe the World in 
time by ambiguous termes, to declare in what ſenſe the name of grace muſt 
be taken, when we make it the cauſe of our ſaluation, ſaith, Heſaved vs accor- 
ding to his mercie which although it exclude not the waſhing ofour 
new birth, the rene wing of our s by the Holy Ghoſt, the meanes, the ver. 
tues, the duties, vhich requireth of our hands which ſhall be ſaucd ; yer 
is it ſo repugnant vnto merits, that to ſay wee are ſaued for the worthineſlc of 
anything which is ours, is to deny we are ſaued by grace. Grace beſtowerh 
freely: and therefore juſtly requireth the glory of that which is beſtowed. We 
deny the of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt ; wee abuſe, diſanull and andihilate 
the — t of his bitter Paſſion, iſ we reſt in theſe proud imaginations, that 
life is deſeruedly ours, that we merit it, and that we are wortby ofir, 

35. Howbeit, conſidering how many vertuous and iuſt men, how many 
Saints,how many Martyrs,how many of the ancient Fathers ofthe Church, 
haue had their ſundry perilous opinions: and amongſt ſundry of their opini- 
ons, this, that they — good ſome part otamendsfor their ſinnes, 
by the voluntary puni which they laid vpon themſelues, becauſe by 
a conſequent it may follow chat they were iniurious vnto Chriſt: 
ſhall we therefore make ſuch deadly Bpitaphs, & ſet them 2 their graues 
They demea the foundation of faith directiy, they are damned, i here u no ſaluation 
for them? S. Auſtin ſaith of himſelſe, Errare poſſum hareticus eſſe nols, And ex. 
cept we put a difference betweene them that erre, and them that obftingely 
perſiſt in errour, how is it poſſible, that euer any man ſhould hope to bee ſa- 
ved ?- _ incaſe, I haue no reſpetofany perſon aliue or dead. Giue 
me a man of hat ſtate or condition ſoeuer, yea, a Cardinal or a Pepe, whom 
in the extreme point of his life affliction hath made to know himſelſe, whoſe 
heart God hath couched with true ſorrow for all his ſinnes, and filled with 
love towards the Goſpell of Chriſt, whoſe eyes are opened to ſee the Truth, 
and his mouth to renounce all hereſie and error any wiſe oppoſite thereunto: 
this one opinion of Merits excepted , hee thinketh God will require at his 
hands, and becauſe he wanteth, th trembleth, and is diſcouraged; It 
may be, I am forgetfull, and vaskilfull, not furniſned, with things new and old, 
asa wiſe learned Scribe ſhould bee, nor able to alleage that, whereunto, ifit 
were alleaged, he doth beare a minde moſt willing to yeeld, and ſo to be recal- 
led as well from this, as from other errors. And ſhall I thinke , becauſe of this 
onely error, that ſuch a man toucheth not ſo much as the hemme of Chritts 
garment ? It he doc, wherefore ſhould not I haue hope, that vertue may pro- 
ceed from Chrift to ſaue him? Becauſe his errour doth by conſequent ouer- 
throw his faith? Shall I therefore caſt him off,as one that hath vtterly caſt off 
Chriſt ? one that holdeth got ſo much as by a ſlender threed ? No, e 
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be afraid co ay v ntoa Pope or Cardinal in this plight, Be ot good comfort, we 
haue to dockwith a mercifull God; rather to make the beſt 


a little which we 


hold well, and not with a captious Sophiſter, which gathereth the worſt out 
of enery thing, wherein we erte. Is there any reaſon that I ſhould be ſuſpected, 
or you offended for this ſpeech?*[s it a dangerous thing to imagine, that ſuch · Ler allafe. 
men may find mercy? The houre may come when we (hall thinke it a bleſſed 
heare, that ifour ſinnes were the ſinnes of the Popes and Cardinals, 
els of the mercie of God are larger. I doe not propoſe vnto you a rently be con- 
Pope with the necke of an Emperour vnder his ſeete; a Cardinall riding his *. 
borſe to the bridte in the bloud of Saints: but a Pope or Cardinal , ſorrowtull 
penitent, diſ.robed , ſtript nor onely of vſurped power, but alſo deliuered and 
recald from errour; Antichriſt converted and lying proſtrate at the foote of 
Chriſt - and ſhall I thinke that Chriſt will ſpurne at him? And ſhall Icroſſe 
and gaine · ſay the merciſull promiſes of God, generally made vnto penitent 
ſinners, by oppoſing the name ofa Pope, ot a Cardinall ? What difference is 
therein the world betweenea Pope and a Cardinal and 1obs Style in this calc } 
If wee thinke it impoſſible for them, after they be once come within that 
ranke, to be afterwards touched with any ſuch remorſe, let that be granted. 
The Apoſtle ſaith, / I or an Angellfrom heauen preach vnto , &c. Let it bee as 
likely that S. Pan or an Angell from heauen ſhould preach Hereſie, as that a 
Pope or a Cardinall ſhould bee brought ſo farte forth to acknowledge the 
truth: yet if a Pope or Cardinall ſhould , what find we in their perſons, why 
they might not be ſaued? It is not the perſons you will ſay, but the errour, 
wherein I ſuppoſe them to die, v hich excludeth them from the hope of mer- 
cie ʒ the opinion of merits doth rake away all poſſibilitie of ſaluation from 


the bow 


them. What, it they hold it onely as an crrour? Although they 
truely and ſincerely in all other parts of Chriſtian faith? Al 


hold the truth 
they hauc 


in ſome meaſure all the vertues and graces of the Spirit, all other tokens of 
Gods elect children in them? Although they be farre from hauing any proud 
pteſumptuous opinion, that they ſhall bee ſaued by the wotthineſle of theic 
deeds? Although the only thing which troubleth and moleſteth them, be but 
a little too much deiection, ſomewhat too great a feare , riſing from an erro- 
neous conceit, that God will require a worthineſle in them, which they are 
grieued to find wanting in themſelues? Although they be not obſtinate in this 
perſwaſion ? Although they be willing and would be glad to ſotſae it, if any 


one reaſon were 


brought ſufficient to diſproue it Although the only let, h 
they doe not forſake it cre they die, be the ignorance ofthe — N 


y whic 


it might bediſprooucd? Although the cauſe why the ignorance in this point is 
not remoued, be the want of knowledge in ſuch as ſhould be able, and are not 
to remooue it? Let me die, it euer it be prooued, that ſimply an crrour doth 


excludea Po 


muſt 


or a cardinallin ſuch a caſe vtterly from hope of life. Surely, I 


— vnto you, if it be an ertour, 


that God may be mercifull to ſaue 


men, euen when they erte: my greateſt comfort is my errourʒ were it not for 
the loue l beare vnto this errour, I would neuer wiſh to ſpeake nor to liue. 
36. Wherefore, to reſume that Mother ſentence, whereof l little thought 


chat ſo much trouble would hauo growne: 1 dowbr not but that God was merciful 


10 


— — — ů 


tion bee laid 
ald e; Let the 
matter indiffe. 


_ — ” 
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to ſane thouſands of our Fathers lining in Popiſb ſuperſſitions, in as much as they 
ſinned ignorant iy. Alas | what bloudy matter is there contained inthis ſentence, 
that it ſhould be an occaſion of ſo many hard cenſutes? Did I (ay, that rhou- 
ſands of our Fathers might — I have ſhewed which way it cannot be 
denied. Did I ſay, / dont not but they were ſaned | ſee no impiectie in this per- 
ſwaſion, though I had no reaſon for it. Did I ſay, Their ignorance doth make me 
hope they did finde mercy and ſo were ſaued ? What hindrech ſalvation but (in? 
Sinnes are not equall: and —— it doth not make to be no ligne, 
yet ſecing it did make their ſinne the lefle, why ſhould it not make our hope 
concerning their life, the greater? We pittie the moſt, and doubt not, but God 
hath moſt fon ouer them that ſinne for want of vnderſtanding. As 
much is confeſſed by ſundry others, almoſt in the ſelfe · ſame words which [ 
haue vſed. It is but onely my euill hap, that the ſame ſentences which ſauour 
veritie in othet mens bookes, ſhould ſceme to bolſter Hereſie when they ate 
once by me recited. If I be deceiued in this point, not they, but the bleſſed 
Apoſtle hath deceived me. What I ſayd of others, the ſame he ſaid of him- 

ſelfe, / obtaine mercie, for 1 did it ignorantly. Conftruc his words, and you 

_ miſconſtrue mine. I ſpeake no otherwiſe, I meant no otherwiſe then 

e did. 

37. Thus haue I brought the queſtion, i concerning our Fathers at the 
vnto an end. Of whoſe eſtate vpon ſo fic an ooralion, as was offered 
ndling the waightiecauſes of ſeparation berweene the Church of Rome 

and vs, andthe weake motiues which are commonly brought to retaine men 
in that ſocietie; amongſt which motiues, the examples of our Fathers decta- 
ſed is one, although I ſaw it conuenient to vtter the ſentence, which I did to 
the end, that all men thereby vnderſtand, how vntruely we are ſaid to 
condernne as many as bin before vs otherwiſe perſwaded then we our 
ſelues are; yer more then that one ſentence I did not thinke it expedient to vt- 
ter, iudging it a great deale meeter for vs to haue regard to our owne eſtate, 
then to ſift ouer·curiouſly, hat is become of other men. And fearing leſt that 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, if voluntarily they ſhould be too farre waded in, might 
ſeeme worthy of that rebuke, which our Sauiout thought needfull in a caſe 
not vnlike : What is this vnto thee } When I was forced much beſide mine ex- 
pectation, to render a reaſon ofmy ſpeech, I could not bur yeeld at the call of 
others, and ſo furre as dutie bound mee, for the fuller ſatisfying of 
minds. Wherein I haue walked as with reuerence, ſo with feare : with reue · 
rence,in of our Fathers, which lincdin former times, not without 
feare, conſidering them that are aline. 

28. J am nor i , how readie men are to feed and ſoothe vp them. 
ſelues in euill. Shall I, will the man fay that loueth che preſent world more 
then he loueth Chriſt, ſbal I incurre the high diſpleaſure of the mightieſt vpon 
earth? Shal I hazzard my goods? —_ my eſtate? Put my ſelfe iu icopar- 
die, rather then to yeeld to that, which ſo many of my Fathers imbtaced, and 
yet found fauour in the fight of GodiCurſe — the Lord, carſe ber la- 
Halit anti, becauſe they helped wot the Lor belped las wot againſt the mig h- 


tie. If | ſhould not onely not helpe the Lord againſt the mighric, but help< to 
ſtrengthen 


» wo a 4 _ + OD Tz * 
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— —— —— Lord : worthily might fall vn- 
der the burthen of that curſe, worchy I + > — 
But it the doctrine which I teach, bee a flowre gathered in the Garden of the 
Lord; a —— ſauing truth of the Coſpell; from whence not withſtand- 
ing poy creatures doe ſucke venoms: I can but wiſh it were otherwiſe, 
content my ſelfe with the lot that hath befallen me, the rather, becauſe ir 
hath not befallen me alone. S. asi reached a truth, and a comfortable truth, 
when he taught , that the our miſerie is, in reſpect of our iniquities, 
the readier is the mercy of God for our releaſe. If we ſee ke vnto him, the more 
we haue ſinned, the more praiſe, and glory, and honour, vnto him that pardo- 
netb our ſinne. But marke what lewd collections were made hereupon by 
ſome, Why then am 1 condemned for 4 ſinner ? And the Apoſtle (as we are bla- 
med, and as ſome affirme that we ſay : Why doe wee not enil, but good may come 
of it f) hewargcenledto reach that which ill-difpoled men did by his 
reaching, though it were cleane not only beſids, but againſt bis meaning. The 
Apoſt le addeth, Their condemnation (which thus doe) iu. I am not haſtie 
to apply ſentences of condemnation. I wiſh from mine heart their conuerſi- 
on, whoſoeucr are thus peruerſly affected. For I muſt needs lay , their caſe is 
fearefall, their eſtate dangerous, which harden themſel ſumingon the 
mercy of God towards others. It is true that God is mercifull z but let vs be- 
oo ſinnes. God delivered Jonab from the bottome of the 
Seaz will you ore caſt your (clues headlong from the tops of Rocks, and 
ſay in your hearts, God ſhall deliner vs? Hee pittieth the blind that would 
gladly ſeeʒ but will he pittie him, that may ſee, and hardneth bimmſelſe in blind- 
— — hath ſpoken too much vnto you, to claime the priuiledge 
of your rs. | > | 
39. As for vs that haue handled this cauſe concerning the condition of our 
Fathers, whether it be this thing, or any other, which we bring vnto you, the 
counſell is good which the Wiſe man giveth , Standthes foft in thy ſure vnder- 
andimg in the way ani knowledge of the Lord, and bane but one manner of word, 
and follow the Word of peace — — 7. As a looſe tooth is a grieſe to 
him that eateth:ſo doth a waucring and vnſtable word in ſpeech, that tendeth 
to inſtruction, offend. Shall a wiſe man ſpeake words of the winde,faich E liphæ, 
light, vnconſtant, vnſtable words? Surely, the wiſeſt may ſpeake words ofthe 
winde, ſuch is the vnto ward conſtitution of our nature, that we doe neither ſo 
— vnderſtand the way and knowledge of the Lord, nor fo ſtedfaſtly im- 
it, when it is vnderſtood nor ſo graciouſly vtter it, v hen it is imbraced; 
nor ſo peaceably maintaine it ; hen it is vttered; but that the beſt of vs are 
ouer · taken ſometimes through blindneſle, ſometimes through haſtineſſe, 
ſometime through impatience, ſometime through other pathons of the mind, 
whereunto (God doth know) we are too ſubiect. We muſt therefore be con- 
tented , both to pardon others, and to crane that others muſt pardon vs for 
ſuch thi — eg on > — 
lueth , alwayes freed from ſcapes and ober · ſights in his ſpeech. The things 
thernſelues, which I haue ſpoken vnto you, arc ſound, howſocuer they haue 
ſeemed orherwiſe vato ſome: at whoſe hands I hans in * 
- lujurie- 
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iniutie. I willingly forget it: alchoughiadecd, conſidering the beneſit which 
I have reaped — 2 — 
Apoſtle, They lane not iniared mee 4 all. | haue cauſe to wilh them as many 
bleſſings in che Kingdome of heauen , as they haue forced mee to viter words 
— — could not be more ſparing of (pecch then 
I baue beene. Ir becommeth us man, ſaith Saint Inzont , te bee patient in the 
crime of Hereſie, Patient, as I take it, we ſhould be alwayes , though the crime 
of Hereſie were intended; but ſilent in a — — o great conſequence [ 
could not, beloued, I durſt not be: eſpeciallythe loue that I beare to the truth 
of Chrift Ieſus being hereby ſome what called in queſtion. Whereof] be- 
ſeech them in the meekeneſſe of Chriſt, that haue beene the firſt original cauſe, 
to conſider that a watch · man may crie (an cn ee) when indeed a friend com. 
meth. In which cauſe, as I deeme ſuch a watch man more wortny to be loucd 
for his care, then miſliked for his errour: ſo I haue i it my one part in 
this, as much as in me lyeth, to take away all ſuſpition ot any vnfriendly intent 
or meaning againſt the Truth, from which, God doth know, my heart is free. 

40. Not to yon, , which haue heard theſe things, I will vice no 
other words of admonition, then thoſe which axe oſſered me by Saint Iams, 
My Brethren, baus not the faith of our Lord leſus in reſpect of perſons. 
Yecare not now to learne, that as of it ſelſe it is not hurtſull, ſo neither (hould 
it be to any —— — — different 

indgements of men. Be it that Cen hath one i Apollo 

. that — — miad, that 84rnabe AN 
you, is yours, peaceable 
1— — — 
Now the God 
Ml 


of peace giue you peaceable 
turne it to your cucr- 


comfort. 
1 * 
- 


